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PREFATO RY CHAPTER,

IWhich telieth how the Author came to write the
subsequent pages.

>

l"ox some months past 1 have been
m*uouQIy expecting his Majesty’s con-
mand, signified from that fountain- 4§
honor and gencrosity the Prince Re-
vent, 'to iill some important and lucra-
‘tive official appointment, .by way of
vecompeiice for the piece of -historio-
.grapflic loyalty which I sent forth to
the world i the last year under the
_title of “ A MONTH INgTOWN.” Every
tnm,,my street door has.been assailed
by a faslucnable rar-—- ¢« Zounds,” 4.
vor. I1.- B
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have exclaimed— ¢ Mercury is at last
come to conduct me to the paradise-of
Jbower!” Judge then, ob, most consi?
derate reader, how disappointed and
chap-fallen looked fhe flatterer of kings,
and emperors, and regents, and such
like lustres of this twerestrial globe,
when the maid servant (for man servant
hath he none, save a half-starved boy to
clean his boots and shoes) hath deli-
verced to him, perchance, a letter from
some duke or lord spiritual or temporal,
couched in something like the following
concise but complimentary anomaly of
language.—¢¢ The Duke of —~—>¢ com-
% pliments to Mr. Pledgel}og, thinks his
¢ expcctations of an important post
¢ perfectly reasonable ; but conctites it
- very unlikely that they wiill be realized
“ until he can persuade thedisposers ot
¢ places and pensions that his well meant:
“ praise is not sathre in masquerade.”’
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At the close of a day of more than
ordmmv sol:utudv, when T had abso-
lutely f.mgued myvself with hope, T sat
down to my wntfag-table, fully deter-
mined to address an claborate epistle to
the highest (Luarter, setting forth the
advantages which must result from the
appomntment of a court ln‘;tormgraphcl
ss well as a poet-laureat, and enumer-
ating my own claims and menits ; but
algs, after commencing and recommen-
cine my letter, some fiye or six times,
an ntellectual lethargy suddenly overs
whehped me, my head fell upon my desk,
and fancy exerted her utmost power fo
compensate for the actual”disappoint-
facnts of the day.

* Methought I was still sitting at my

désk, when a handsome chariot stopped

at.my door, and in a-few moments, g

certgin :lluitnouq colonel was intro.
B ?
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duced to me. 1 had never seen the
great man befere, curigsity therefore
very nutur'.\lly, for a moment, got the
better of good breedihg, and T occuyiicd
mysclf for some scconds in taking a
survey of the person of gue ol so much
political importance. Ile wes' nof six
Jeet in beight 5 he had not the most fus-
cinating countenauce in the world 5 lus
eyes were not full of fire; his nese was
nol aquiline ; his hair was not aubur ;
hu_t faney, which is at best a very cy-
pricions clt, painted him exactly the
reverse of all these, making him vho is
in truth a perfeet Adounis, and aman who
carrics the love of mankind,. aye, and
womankind too, by storm, a most l'un));,
disfiguredy wud ill-featured mortal, with-
out an ornament of grace.  Methought,
zentle rcader, the great man condes
scendingly addressed  himself to e,
stating that the pink of prif ces had héen
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touched by my merits, and had resolved
to snatch me from a situation of cheer-
less depcu(lcnev to onc of nosouiable
affluciice as W'p‘d for my Nidelity aond
loyalty. l[o thon desired e to acevm-
pany him to Ins carriage, for that he
was authorized forthwith to CONVey e
to the pulace of his master, the hemi-
gphcre oi royalty.

Trembling with Jjoy and ustonishment,
I ®utered the splendud vebicle, and was
speedily conveyed to ®the clysime. 2f
grectuess; and here my eyes aud my
imagfhation were so completely duzaled
by the glare of splendour avhich bufst
é1ipon md) that, for a space, 1 was unable
to (thuvo with accuracy the scene
svith which § was surrounded. Com-
pasure, however, soon geturned, and I
'mehtally ejaculated, ¢ Can the nation
hé_ poor, which yields and supperts such,
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a magnificent e'stublishment ?’=Reasorn
gently whlspexed — ¢ The apoplexy
which fills the fcad is fat from commu-
nicating ndurishmeny, to the memibers.,”
I stood eonvinced, and shook my head
in silent anguish.

A door was thrown sudden)y open,
and my guide introduced me to his
master, who lolled on a sofa, between
two females whosc bulk closely approx-
imated to his owun. Scarcely was my
m&ci2 announced than the silver tones of
the mighty viceroy exclaimed, ¢ Draw
ncar me, Iledgehog, for it is my ’plea-
sure to converse with thee.”

I obeyed, bowing to the very gréund
at every step, and stammering out an,
incoberent acknowledgment of the hn-
nourable distinction conferred upon me,
when his highness suddenly interrupting
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we exclaimed—* Humphrey, they tell
the ydur last was a good thing, pretty
- complimentary to my taste and inveit-
tion.. " Eh, Humphgey

“ Your highness does me infinite
honor,”. quotlt’ I, bbwmg again ; —* but
no words which are within my reach
gre adequate 1o the correct description
of that taste which® has electrified the
state.” Aud then, with much diffidence
1 added—* Truth, great Sir, is uniformly
my foundation, and thdugh the ediice
be continually tottering, the basis is
eternal.”

“ A.I\Jays stick to ‘truth, ¢h, ITum-
‘phx'e‘S' 2" returned his highness, speaking
with great rapidity.—¢ Never wander a
listle ? never get into fiction? bit of a
poet too, [Tumphrey ! Truth is very
saucy sometimes. Obliged to clip-heN’
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nails, d——d scratch cat; always sct
my dog Fraw upon her. Flaw cannot
bear Truth; and Truth cannot bear
Flaw.”

“ Truth, dread Sir,” said I, making
another very low bow, as his highness
looked at me for an answer,—:* Truth,
dread Sir, must always xcspect your
highness.”

¢ Alittle quizzical thongh,sometimes,
Hutnphrey,” returned the prince; “can’t
always keep her under.” ¢ No, no;if
it was not for Flaw, 1 should cut but a
sorry figure.” He flies at her wherever
he secs her, just like a cur at a cat. F
like Truth very well when she is good-
humoured, and polite, and accommo-
dating, but whea she puts on her idi-
pertinent airs, and presumes to frown at
ine,’I hate the gipsey. She is no com-
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pany for thrones then, Humphrey. No,
no, let her away to common life, and
troubl¢ ot me.”’

¢« She should alway's be well-bred to
Kings and princes, bn said [ ; ““and it
has always becn my practice to dress her
according to the company to which 1
emean to introduce her. [ make her
ofientimes a gossip., and now and then
a,prude, but never a virago. When she
is inclined to scratch,. great prince, 1
always tic her hands, and would much
sooner slit her tongue, than suffer a
word to escape from it which copld
possibly sound harsh uporl an exalted
‘car., § place her under a most strict
dics and regilnon; lest beingspampered,
'she should grow proud and suucy, 2»d
forget the homage due o her betters. I
{lagellated her once for insinuating that,

BYS
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a king had committed a foolish action,
and—" '

“ Oh, Humphrey,” cried the great
man, with evident rapture, ¢ if truth
were ever thus kept vnder rigid restraint,
how different would things gé! But
tell me, IHedgehog, how did your last
work go off? Which were the best
friends to it—thc tallow-chandlers or the
public ? But they tell me you blab
secrets : you don’t blabsecrcts, do you,
Humphrey ?”

Then methought I laid my hand upon
my breast, and bowing to the ground,
uttered a great oath against the slanderer
who had thus falsely accused me, and
solemnly asserting my innocence of the
heinous charge 1xid against me, and de-
claring that T would much sooner com-

'
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mit rape, seduction, or fornication, than
vilely blab a secret : on which his high-
ness was: pleased to say he believed mé;
at, the same time *wery condescendingly
intimating that he had none t¢ commu-
nicate to me. I was a little mortified
at the natural concluqlon which imme-
diately suggested itsclf to me, but I had
,scarcely made a first effort to digest it,
when his highness again broke the
thread of my thought.

« 1 have thought, my good fellow,”
said hie, ¢ of doing something for you,
and in a few months I shall carry my
generous intentions into cffect. But as
somg of my friends scem to think you
arca10t sincere in your loyalty, I wish
you to avrite something which will please-
them all. What do y8u think of the
circumstances of thisyear ?”
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I saw the drift of his highness, and,
without a moment’s hesitation, replied,
tlat the year was very full of matter,
affording a fine scapz for compliment
upon royal sagacity, and such like,
adding, ¢ Dread sir, consider how bril-
liant the actions of your brother Ernest
will look upon paper, and the tenacity
of your illustrious mother, in support-,
ing the dignity of your family—and the
wisdom of Calderagh and his colleagues
—and the actions of the mighty Duke
of Laurcls—and of the illustrious men
of the continent.” ,

2 Enougly, enough, Humphrey,’
‘cried the delighted viceroy. “)usee 1t
all! 1seejtall! Itisall glorious abike.
Get thee -home, Humphrey; geot thee
home, and immediately set thyself to
work upon these rich materials, . Not a
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word of slander—not a single dounble en-
dendre : all sincerity, and politencss, and
good hugour, ‘and trulll——n(.), not all
truth, HHumphrey. shhere may be a few
trifling circumstances to omit, wltich ill-
nature, p"r]nps, mmht cndeavour to
magnify mto unportdnt offences.  For
instance, Jlledgeboy, as little as you
please about the sudden illness of Haits-
foot ; and mot a syllable of any plot
agajnst my S:lf:{:‘f}'.” ,

* Trust me, trust, 510, high and
mlrmtv sir,” quoth 1; trust to the
discretion of your loyal ilumphrey,
who \muld much sooner cast his pen
Mvay » qnd doom it to ignowninious and
sverlasting silence, than writg down a
syllable which® could be reasonably pre-
sufned to reflect upon the great ones .of
mapkind. My homagg for sovcreigns is
only_second to my reverence of my Cre”
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ator. 1 hold it blasphemy to profane
the one, and treason to speak lightly of
the other; the latter “to be punished
with temboral, thg ‘ormer with spiritual
damnation. Since it is the desire of your
highness that 1 should again write an
eulogy upon kings, &c. be your illus-
trious pleasure fulfilled, and be it the
highest honor of vour servant to obey
the commands of the first of men, and
truly to reflect the virtnes which few

can equal.”

Methought, as his highness listened
to my conclusion, he waved his hand,
on which the colonel, my august guide;
whispered to e to retire. [b.owc_d, and
turned myself round to obey, when z
page, enraged at my ignorance in turu-
ing my back oa the throne, gave me a
stroke with his wand, which in a mo-
‘ment dispelled my slumbers,
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The nap and the dream being com-
pletely out of the range of common ag-.
currences, JI-constdered as cousms—gtr-
wan to- a supcrnatumL msplratxou, and
(lctermmod, accordingly,® to obey the

call, and digest, without delay, the
materials of a new productlou; and
now, gentlg reader, do I, with all hu-
mility, present it to thee.
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CHAP. L.

e et G e

- -
L 4

.
Aft”).!l_/ party—Au illestiions dnomf’r, and its
canses—Iosicstic beeker i v —Uneapectid visetor”’
~—Vuin \uppmutz\):\)— jul‘nn of i ld clm-
plaint—1Iraternal consiletion— Pelicalc dspute
betwixt Narcissus and the deputics of the Liver-
isle.

“Tur year Oae Thousand Biohe Hun-
dred and Vifieen had neaily auddacd iis
meridian ;* Narcissuy, the acting chiol of
the Fever-isle, duriug the indisposition
of his estcemcd futher, was sitting with
his mother and sisters in @ veranda,
which coninatded a prospect over the
extensive valley and park which circled -
Jhis «paterngl mansiou: it was an_hour
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arter sunsct, the music had ceased, which
had* dutisg the evening serenaded the
nllustrlous groupa, and the pens]ve as-
pect which prevailgd throu0hout the
face of Nature, had (llﬂ'used its influence
over the minds of those great ones of
the carth who sufveyed it.

'.[‘hv com.rersation, which had for some
time dwelt wpon the *sitnation of the
father of Narcissus, naturally ramified
'into Temarks upon the minor branches of
the family; and the (In\&:\ger‘ duchess,
at the precise moment chosen for the
commencement of this chapter, had just
.exclaimed, ¢ that hateful letter which *
)mtcnday reccived from Frnest, who
since \ﬁe gave him the estate in Cumber-
land, is grown so proud and undutiful,
1h'1t'l kunow not what is tg be done with
hnm ‘has caused me suc'h severe attack
of 1,ny old complaint in the kidngys,:
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Narcissus, that I think it will be the
death of me; but I won’t agree to his
marriage.”

2 2

Narcissus hdd wished to feel his mo-
ther’s pulse on the subject, for Erncst
had prevailed upoa him to undertake an
intercession with the old lady on his be-
half’; but he had been afraid to com-
mence a theme ou which he had alreavdy
more than once experienced the irrita-
bility of his mother’s feelings. Ile de-
termined, however, to put in a word or
two, as delicately as he could, to assist
his brother.  Accordingly he replied,
#+ My dearest mother, perhaps, as Ernest
seems to sct his heart so much on this-
union, you will not entirely de(st\'ijoy his
Liopes by a positive retusal of your ap-
probation. I noderstand the duchews is
young and handsome.” C
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The dowager applied to her snuff-box,
aud havihg taken two or three ample
pinches, sneezedtwice, and then, with
as much cogiposure ag the shortness of
the panic would allow ller to assume,
returned, ““ 1 see you arc conspired
against my, healtl! andsmy peace. Did L.
_not tell you, Narcissus, that my agitation
had produced——but it is no matter.
T must he fitm, since there is no filial
affection in any of you. What if the
*wenth is young and handsome ? Hand-
some is that handsome ddes; and have
you forgot that two husbands she has had
already, died very suddenly >—and how
do I or you, or Eruest know, what
camsed their death ? Perhaps this thing,
pgrlmps the other; but [ won’t be put
out of wmy way, nor wheedled into a
consent. Lord, Lord, I,am in such
pain !—Oh !——
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¢« My dear mother,” interrupted Nar-

cissus, ¢ believe yvour mast ‘fond -and
dutiful son. 1 would.give, my life to
save yoft from ugnceessary 'pai_n; but
this agtack of :\ozxr old complaint’ is a
dispensation of Providence; and it was
totally beyond tile power of your chil-
dren, dutiful as they ave, to prevent
it

4

¢ Dispensation of a fiddlestick’s end!”
cried the duchess. ¢ L tell you it is all”®
brought on by fretting, and you know
it.  There are but two things in the
world whjich will set me iumn(g; and
they are, , disobedience of c/uldnn, angd
cxtravagance. 1 can’t endute cithcnsf
them, 1 can’t. Why you know my last
attack, ‘which brought*me to death’s
door, was caused by the report, that I
had subscribed a prodigal sun for the
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support of the thing-um-bob hospital,
vou do.”

« F wond® much,” "said Narcissus to
himself, ¢ that the disorder did not
mahke a wortal wttacks when my poor
father was ‘scized with bhis illness;” and
then audibly expressing himsclf, he re-
plitd, « My dcar mother, pray do not
let such trifles Gavass and disturb your
supacior mind ! Remember of what con-
scquence your valual.le ekisteace is to
your husband, to your children, aud to
all thee people of the island! Why
should the idea of Eruest's marriage
,c.'guse you such serious uneasiness ? If
he is leeht upon it, madam, the wisest
condudt for yoyrgrace is, to givé way to
him,in tHis particular, and agree to re-
céive them as your children.”

.

«'Tewon’t, Narcissus, and that is my
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plain determination,” vocifcrated the old
lady ; * so never mentlon the subJect tu
me again. But I hear thdt .you mean
to try and get Eruest anothe, ‘addition to
his income of some thousands a year, I
wonder you are not ashamed to hold
him up in his ungmteful opposition to
his mother. How much better would
it not have looked, if you had madz a
proposal to add such a sum to mine,
knowing as you do, what great expeuces
I have so long had to encounter with.”

Narcissus was about to reply, when a
noise behind suddenly attracted his at-
tention, and the whole party turmn;r
suddenly round, were thunderstruck on
seeing Lrnest himself in the apaitment,
The dowager, tossing her head with all
the air of instlted dignity, and applying
to her snuff-box, whispered angrily in
?ﬁe ear of Narcissus; “ this is a plot
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amongst you to get the better of my
resolutiori : but it won't do, I assure
you. [I'll not S{)Edk to the unnatural
tellow, 1’4 dotcrmmqj

In the mecan time, Ernest had ap-
proached hjs mother's SQat and had bent .
his knee before her; while she was still
'wh.ispcring her resolution in the ear of
her first-borm: as she turned round, her
eve ﬁllcd with glaneces of unusual fury,
it cafne in collision with the suppliant
look of the illustrious oﬁ‘emfer, who, snm-
moning up courage, almost unintelligibly
faulroch out—*‘ dearest and best of mo-,
thers, I am comc to approach yourillus--
tireus eag, as the Lumble advocate of
myself gnd—

L })ont mention her name to me,”

cried the enraged Duchess—‘ don’t say -
a word about the creature. 1 waer?™
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hear of her; I won’t sce her; 1 won’t
acknowledge her; 1 won't talk about
her; so now you_have my ,determiua-
tion. Didn’t sb?——didn’t‘, ‘he—but 1
don’t'want to ‘provoke you, so I won’t
say any thingabout whut she did.  And
yeu are come, [ suppose, to tell me you
Tiwve married her in spite of my wish to
the contrary, and to intrude yotnl‘se}ves
into my house.”

Duke Eruest felt himself placed in a
sitnation not the most enviable in the
world. lelooked in his mother’s coun-
tenance, to sce if any beam of maternal
kindness glanced from her eye, but all
was fury and madness and inxeterﬁ{y.
e cast a sidelong supplicating, look at
his sisters, but they sat trembling and
shaking witkout once daring to intercede
for.him, for well they knew mama’s ﬁgid
«2tions of duty and affection and family
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dignity.  Narcissus himself, endued
with independent power as he was, re-
turned the asking eloquence of his bro-
ther's-ey\Dy a sidhjficant shrug, and a
gloomy shake of the head. In the mean
time, the Duchess violently. jerked her-.
self past Ernest, and.ﬂouncing into the
drawing-room, threw herself into a large
elbow-chair, and called her daughters to
come in out of the nikht air; but never
did she condescend to make a single
remark to her sons ; for even Narcissus
appeared to have committed an unpar-
douable offence in daring to advocate the
wishes of his brother, and insinuate a
single idea which was at variance with
“he se_n;in.leuts of the dowager Duchess.

» When,the ﬁrstintemperance’offéeling

had subsided, the writhings and- gertor- -

t'|0uL of her countenance sufliciently.

demonstratcd that she was again M
vOL. 1. - c
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the influence of her disorder. The me-
dical council of the mansion was im-
mediately summoneg torher ajsistance,
and Narcissus and JBrnest, hgring. staid
for somne time, to render all the aid in their
power, as soon as the duchess was
safely lodged in bed:'repafred to the man-
sion’ of the latter to talk over the disap-
pointments of ‘the day, and to concert
measures to reconcile the duchess to the
matrimonialscheme which had now been
carried to too great lengths to be set
aside, a marriage ceremony having al-
ready taken place in another country.

“In God’s name!” said Ernest, as
they were on the road, “ isit not a suffis
cient penalty imposcd upon us th:t, we.
-cannot intermarry with any of the beau«
ties of our own land, but even our choice
amongst those with whom we are allowed
td~osnnect ourselves must be fettered,
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and we may not be allowed the most
trifling privilege of independence? Formy
own par& altbough should be sorry to
have a B°d name *amongst the Fever.
islanders (and here Ernest lodked at
Narcissus rather mysteriously, but find-
ing that his brother Was not disposed to
interrupt, him, continued) but I will
never submit to be dictated to, in this
matter, Narcissus—of that I am deter-
termined.”

¢ The best plan then, which I can hit
on,” returned Narcissus, ¢ is for you to
get away from the Fever-isle immediate-
‘ly, nd bring over your charmer without
“any dglay or notice, and leave it to me to
attempt, in the mean time, to conciliate
the old lady’s’temper; and if I find this
infpracticable, we can even try the ex.’
periment of the sudden introduction of
the lady herself, and if she possess-Hfalf.

c 2
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the charms and attractions you have so
often described, perhaps the interview
may work more mirgculdus eflects than
we have any right te %nticipawnrom any
exertioifs of our’'own, 'This appears to,
me o be a plausible plan.”

« My dear, dear brother,” cried Fr-
nest, seizine the hand of Narecissus, and
eagerly pressing it within hisown ;  you
have indecd made me the most happy of
men, and 1 shall be bound eternaily to
bless your interference. My mother
cannot remain refractory, when she sees
my charmer, whose qualifications will
subdue every heart.”

-*“ Therg is another reason for brieging’
her hither,” said Narcissus —¢ while we
were sitting together this evening, 1 re-
ceived a letter inferming me, that it will
require all my exertions, and all my influ-



AND FIFTEEN. 29

ence to get the proposed addition to your
iﬁcome; people cry out strangely about it,
‘and whut is a great,deal worsg, the depu?
ties thentsalves appear to be tainted with
.the popular prejudices. "One objéction is,
that you are married and intend to re-
side in u distant land, and the nation
grumbles to give money to be spent
amougst strangers,  The deputies are
most impertinent and unreasonable if
they persist in refusing the request ; but
we must try every mangeuvre to outwit
them. You must pretend to coucede to
the justice of the objection, bring over
your wife, get re-married, and the moyey
once gaiyed, you may go ald live where
" you ghease.”

Ernest was highly delighted at the
friendship and anxicty ®f Narcissus on
his account ; aud stillemore so, when on
the, morning following, the lattep-stm-
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moned his chief friends and advxsers to
take their opinions on the best nieasures
‘which coyld be adopted to square mat-
ters betwixt the Dewager, the*deputies,
and his ‘brother.

This measure, however, which to Er-
nest appeared to be an excess of fraternal
affection, was, in truth, the effect of ¢
‘different feeling; for Narcissus, notwith-
standing he pretended to bluster and trlk
in a high strain. about the impcrtinence
of the deputies and the like, whenever
he found that they were strongly opposed
to. his views upon any occasion, uni-
formly found himself compzlled to
call together all those individuals «.bout
him, by whose advice he generally atted,
and to take their opinions as to the best
mode of reconciling the hostile senti-
mwents; for he could no more go against
the determined voice of this body, than
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a cork could float against a current of
water, ' In this case, Narcissus consie
dered it,dangerous to go too far, merely
upon his qwn opimign : it was therefore
with a view to strengthen the ground on
which he stood, that he proposed the
meeting.of his friends, for he thought it
extremely probable, that if his mother
pertinaciously persevered in her oppo-
sition to the marriage of Ernest, that he
slloulcl have occasion for every assistance
to enable him, not only to justify him-
self in his conduct, but even to carry
the purposes which he contemplated into
effect. If the wish of Narcissus to jin-
crease the income of Ernest, should be
frusggated. by the opposition of the de-
puties, it was importantly, alarming,
since i¢ might lead to a systematic op-
position to his will in matters of higher
consequence. Thesa considerationsand
apprehensions had made Narcissus‘fass
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a restless night, so that when hisadvisers
came at the appointed time, neither in
«mind orbody was he so much cqmposed,

as to enable him tosniter on the busmess
with titat vigour of intellect which thc,_
discussion seemed so decidedly to re-

quire,
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CHAP. II

Some littls insight into the characters of a few of
the advisers of Nurcissus—The council—The
progress and issue of their decisions—A ceup-de-
main, which is successful —~Promptitude ; and a

rapid expedition,

Tuagr chief friends and advisers of
Narclssus were individuals very gene-
rally obunoxious to the inhabitants® of
» the ]*evv -isle, since they had been re-
peaté’dlv detected in attempting to op-
press the community, and by imposing
upon it a kind of iron yoke. to make
"théir own power more absolute. They
were men who had 4 good deal to say

cs
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for themselves, and generally contrived
to keep the major part of the deputies
on their side, by suffering them to share
in the pickings and_plunderings of the
public _purse. . .Thus backed, - they
openly set at defiance the wishes and
demands of the great body of the people,
and had, at this time, just given two
most remarkable proofs of their arro-
gance. One of their measures was, the
passing of a law to prevent food from
falling to too low a price, lest the pocrer
classes of the <sland should stuff and
pamper themselves ; as they argued,
that indolence was the parent Lf all
nrischief; and if men who, by being
kept lean were kept industrivus, were,
allowed facilities for fattening “them-
selves, they might, perhaps, indulge in
planning the overthrow of the esta-
blished authorities, and for the sake of
vlunder, endeavour to excite an insur-
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rection. The other obnoxiotis scheme
was, the imposition of a most heavy
burden upon those who expressed the
juice from the berries which grew iff
the island; for the'pbrpose of extracting
a liquor to exhilarate the spirits: they
might eat the berriey, and be welcome
1o devolir as many ‘as they pleased ; but
it was scontended, that drinking the
rjuice had a tendency to make men in-
dependent and impertinent; and there-
fqre it was sagaciously decrced, that
those who kept a stqck, should, pay
heavily for the indulgence.

A long succession of similar measurea;‘
had produced in the public mind suck
an aatipathy to those who caused them,-
that attacks had frequently been made
upon the houses in which they resided ;
and even their lives hatl more than once
been placed in imminent danger. The
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sudden and successful issue of events,
however, had just calmed, for a while,
the turbulence of the people, and the
great movers of the machine of manage-
ment had lately been allowed to walk
abroad, ‘ and to pursue their several
avocations, without any, material inter-
ruption. ’

These were the personages who now.
came to advise Narcissus and Ernest on
the subject of the marriage of the latter.
First of all madf his appearance, Vis-
count Widemouth, a man who had once

een respected in a situation whicly was
vbeculiarly adapted for the line of his
ialent; but who, afterwards, ¢n being
‘raised to the post of chief adviser g the
Duke of Whelps, the father of Narcisrus,
betrayed such an imbecility‘of character
and conduct, as'totally to destroy the
good opinion which the public had pre-
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viously posSessed of him. .ITe was un-
able to.keep his stand on the slippery
pinnacle to which he had been elevated,
dnd relapséd into a lower and safer
sphere of aetion, bl.lt.ll‘d.d recently been
entrusted with an office of great. honor
and coufidence., He yas what religious
fanatics tognowinate « most ercellent
man; thatis, he went to prayers regu-
larly, and subscribed liberally to sup-
port the holders-forth at the various con-
venticles in the island ; he could whine
and preach with the pnost jesuitical
sanctity of countenance; would hold
up his,hands, if he heard an oath, and
shut his eyes, if he passed near the cos-
ner of a street termed Ferdal gardens,
or whgnever he met a fair Cyprian ar-
rayedsin all the modesty of natuge ; but,
at the same fime, he could associate
w.it’h. Bacchanals, and fownicators, and
the_ like, provided they were powerful
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and great, and had the good things of ‘the
earth at their disposal ; he would swear
for a place, or lie for a pension; and
would fawn upon his master, sanction
his dissipation, .sniile at his follies,.and
echo his licentiousness, (that is, sup-
posing he was the servant of a master of
this description,) could he by no other
means retain his confidence, ‘and com-
mand his smiles.

After this noble viscount, and while
he was still bewing and scraping, with
courtier-like kumility, entered Mynheer
-Vansqueak, one who had made a pretty
good progress in arithmetic, who knew
the multiplication table by heart, and
had invented a good many improx"e:ncnts‘;
(as he czlled them,) in the originsl rule
of practice.  For his knowledge of
figures, he way called to the situation of
_head arithmetician of the island, and in
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this capacity, he was always one of the
advisers of Narcissus. He was “ a crow
" of the same nest” with Widemouth, and,
stood mdch upon a gar with the viscount,

in point of reverence and esteem. It
has been more than once observed of
him, that he was o good Methodist
preacher spoiled.

* While this illustrious pair were still
bowing to Narcissus and Ernest, and to
eagh other, Earl Livertaint was an-
nounced, who stood at «the tead of the
groupe of advisers, and who was parti-
cularby qualified for the post of honor,
by long education and experience in the
,courtly sehool, He was a man in heart
and s®nil so attached to hissituation, that
"he Would encpunter any measure of dan-
gey or opprobrium, to preserve it. He
‘had, withal, a most ex@ited opinion of
his own talents; and,” doubtless, consj;
dered himself the mast compettnt to
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fulfil the high duties of his office, of
auy man in the whole island. lIle could
cinvent pretexts for the accomplishmeng
of any pdrticular (object of policy, as
readily as the most sanguine concéption
could imaginc; and possessed a face of
brass which had “never” changed colour
during a wear of above tlnlty years,
amidst the intense hcat of (,orruptxon.
He made no great shew of religion;
and, perhaps, was one of those who
looked on this as a subjcct to “be
"considered when the important con-
cerns of state should devolve into other
hands. '

s

-

Last of all entered with slow and.
dignified step, Lord Meldou, who eome—
times disputed the prececency with his
colleague Lwextamt and pcrhaps, w'th
some justice, mlght have claimed the
prigrity ; but bemo' somewhat of a diffi-
dent man in his manners, the assuiance
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of his fricad and fellow-adviser lefe-him
cconstderaily in the larch. Meldon was
a borderes, nar very remote {rom a Seot,
and hafl all the nortleétn reservedness in
s chacacter.  1le had ‘a peculfar so-
lemuity o inanney, and wore an immense
wie, the* combined ® oﬂvcts of which
~made veryemany wander 1to the error
ofe believing that he was endowed with
an cxtruordinary measure of sagacity.
e ;bad also a custom of falling into
deep and long rcveries, before he could
bring himself 1o re ply to the most com-
mon-place question ; and this aguain in-
duced those who heard him, to imagine,
‘that the wqrds which dropped from him
were wpiformly the result of a sound
discresion, and a most experienced judg-
ment. Ibe was the most ambitious of .
the*whole, yet, to all appearance, car-
ried.,an air of the greatest diffidence and

modegty.
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Such was the groupe of . advisers
which immediately, at the summons of
Narcissus, repaired to' his wcnsion, “to
pour into his ear their most sage coun-
sels. “Many others were expected ; but
some sent excuses, complaining of sud-
den fits of gout, ‘rheumatism, or some
other disaster, whilc others. were out,
in a ramble either in town or country,
and could not, possibly, know any
thing of the matter, until long after the
time when the meeting of the advisers
was appointed to take place.

. The matter of the discussion was
soon laid before the groupe, when Mel-
don, rising from his seat, most yclemnly
began—¢¢ Marriage is a very honcurabie
estate ; it is also a duty which it is in-
cumbent upor: all men to fulfil and ‘per-
form. There ave also filial duties, as
wellas the duty matrimonial, and these
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also requirc to be duly performed. #If a
wman falleth in love with a woman—
(Hear ! hear /)it becometh him in--
‘stantly’to stand and’ifiquire what man.
ner of woman she be; and whether he
shall violate any duties of a prior stand-
ing, by taking upon Himself the office of
. a spouse. .The struggle is then between
affection and duty, and the former ge-
nerally gets the better of the contest,
,If the opposition of a parent to the in-
clination of a son, be l;easonable and
proper, it is right that it should prevail
over pyssion ; but as old people grow
peevish, worose, and childish, in thejr
‘manner, [,am not quite cle«r whether,
“in thatease, law or equity is on their
dide. » The |llué.trlous Eruest has an un-
doubted twht to fall in love; but the
lew has wisely bounded sthe sphere of
his election as to a wife, lest the dignity
of th¢ family should in ‘any way suffer’
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through the impctuosity of momentary
passion. The lady, howevee, iu this in<
stauce, i of a rank which waiuld not dis-
credit the family b your higbuess ; and
therefore, it docs appear to e, that the
opposition of the Duchoess of Whelps is
somewhat nnreasohable, and ‘ouglit not
to be permitted to inflience the decision
of ourselves, 1t appears clear to we,
that, as you, great sir, are the arbiter in
the husiness, in the stead of your father,
you will do WPll to advise your bmther,
to marry her, and then to leave it to
time to work the reconciliation.”
Livertaint next took up the discussion.
¢« Great sir,” said he, addressing, himself
to Narcjssus, ¢ you know by your own
melancholy experience what it is to
marry accordirg to the wishes of parental
authority. D—me, sir, saving your il-
" lustrious presence, Duke Ernest ¢annot
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do worse if he marry in direct opposition
$o parent's. It is not the sanction of a.
father and, mother which makes a mar-«
riage happy. Every *man must consult
his own feelings. Duke Lrnest i¢ emi-
nently capable ot;ju(lg'iﬂg_‘ for himself;
and it is my frank an® decided opinion,
_that he impediately act upon the judg-
mgnt which nature and education have
given to him. Herein I agree with my
friend Meldon.”

“ And I, also,” said Widemouth,
‘¢ agrec, with my colleagues; for 1 find
nothing in scripture which lays dowp
‘the indispgnsability of parental consent
%o the gprarriage of a son. If, therefore,
there be in this case an union of hearts,
it matterssnot flow soon there he also an
ugion of bodies. - May the benediction
of the Lord rest upon them! ¢ Increase
and qultiply, and replenish the” gonti-"
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nent: and, in my opinion, Sir, it would
be well for some more of your illustrious,
.brothers to take wives, and set, about the
work of regenerating the world, and not
be always meddling with state ¢ affairs,’
and raising political squabbles, and
sowing dissensiGhs, where it would bet-
ter become them to shew examples of
' concord, unanimity, and fraternal love.”

Mynheer. Vansqueak agreed precisely
mxvery thing his comrades had uttéred,
declaring, thaf although he was not very
partial to division in families, and sub-
traction from the amount of domestic
happiness, ;yet they could not beavoided,
and the multiplication of the bieed of
illustrious personages was too great .a
desideratum to be neglected foy any such
trifling considerations. He concltrded
with declaring, that his only dnﬂiculty
*arose.out of the ‘stubbornness of tix_e: de-
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putiés, who had plumply refused to in-
crease Duke Ernest’s revenue, to enable.
him to maintain his spouse in that style:
of splendour which .was absolutely ne-
cessary 'to keep up the dignity, not only
of the family of Whelps, but of the
manor of the Fever-isle nwelf.”

This declaration involved a new dis-
cussion, Something must be done to
induce the deputies to relax from .the
rigidity of their resolutions., Duke
Ernest swore most audibly, that as to-
keepmg his wife genteely upon his pre«
sent income, none but a pack of stupid
boors could ever think of such a thing.
Xt had heen hitherto altogether inade-
quate to the support of himself; and
what was it to do, when saddled with a
wife, and one too whose ¢hief induce-
ment to marry him was, her great opinion
of the rank and wealth of himself and
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his connections. Devil a farthing had
she for a fortune ; therefore nobody could
say he was not disinterested.  He de-
clared he was fosd of the wordan ; and
between hinstlf and the council, he
thought his mother a wost unreasonable
being, to fretrsll ihto a fig of illness,
becavse he was going to be happy.
Truth to teil, he considered himself a’
very insulted and ill-uscd man,  ITe had
been compelled to run away from the
island, because the deputies  had® got*
hold of some € very stroug and very un-
just projudices sgammst him; and now,
after he had staid away so loug", to let
these prejudices get cool, and had taken
a wife, to shew his wish to rot,rleve hie
character, his mrother must st.lrt ap to
forbid Biw her house, and to call his
choscn nick-names ; while the deplmce,
generous cnough in things of less conse-
quence, must rise at once, and tell him
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positively he may marry, but not a six-
pence shall he have to support his wife
aftérwards. = THis was the most cruel
treatment to a man Of his liberal mind,’
high sense of honour, and unsaliied in-
tegrity and courgge. Mis mother knew
how mueh he was devoted to his un-'
grateful ceuntry. He was ready to sacri«
fice existence, to promote her welfare ;
and notwithstanding all this excess of
attachment, when he asked another
slnllmg what did he recgive ? Nothing
hut a bundle of reproaches, a long lec-
turc upon his past misconduct, and such
like insolences, which it was neither n
_his nature nor his disposition to bear

\\ ith,

Hue Puke Ernest, overpowered by
exgreme scnsibility, -and the violence of
his .contending emotiohs, sank into a,
chairg and wound up the melo-frame
LVOL. 1. D
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with a flood of tears; while Narcissus
.endeavoured to soothe him into eompo-
sure, by assuring him, that he woirid
‘undertake, with, the assistance of time
and his advisers, to make the deputies
agree to an inggeascd annual allowance
to him; and Vansqueak seconded the
consolatory assertions of Narcissus, and
declared his conviction, that by perse-
verance, they must ultimately triumph.

Ernest, whore object it was to make
« assurance doubly sure,” demanded
some more unequivocal pledge *than a
mere promisc of eventual success. After,
therefore, he had heard the promise re-
iterated by all the advisers, he put a
question bluntly to his brother—V/ould
he, on the faith of the future, advance
him a year’s ificome, and enter info a
bond to do the same annually, unti! he
had ghined his point with the deprties,
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and obtained the grant of an increased al-
lowance, according to the legal and cus;
-tomary «forms of the gountry.?
L]

. Narcissus and his friends were a little
staggered by ghe suddenness of the
questior, but there’'was no way to evade
it; and after some hesitation, he con-
~ented to put his hand to the document ;
and Livertaint undertook to fetch im-
mediately the amount of the first year’s
guarantee-money from ghe public bank,
of which he was the principal manager.

Things being thus adjusted, Narcissus
and Duke Lrnest, in a few moments,
foungd Xhemselves left alone, the council
‘being broke up, and the advisers having
left the*mansion. Ernest was loud in
his gratitude ; but his bfother was some
time before he recovered himself frony.
the gurprize caused by the sudden‘atta%

D Z
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upon his resources. Ernest saw the
cause of his chagrin, and exerted himself
so effectually to repoye it, that by the
time Livertaint rgturned with the nced-
ful, they had cracked two bottles of
old hock together, and.were in good
tune. The earl was immediatcly ordered
to broach a third bottle; and about the
noon of night, they were all happy in
s the feast of reason, and the flow of soul;”
for reason had certainly surfeited itself
with good thinge, and had fallen into a
slumber, while the only soul which
flowed predominantly, was the soul of
the exhilarating cordial.

The natural effect of these sitwdions
is a certdin degree of precipitancy of
manner rather unusual under different cir-
cumstances. So it was now: “ D—mey
zny boy, Ernest,” stammered Narcissus,
«,pothing like doing things off Lind.
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Go—go—get you off to-night—fetch
wifey, and d—me, we’ll take old mother
by surprize. ‘Notln g like doing thmgl
at, once—nothmg ke promptltude’-ﬂ-
Eh, Livertaint ? D—-n the war in
Columbia ; always rises,in my gizzard,
when { think a ‘word, or say a word
either, about promptitude.”

« Just so, Sir,” said Livertaint.
« Your highness is all—all—all—promp-
titude. D——d hard, word—can’t get
it out of my throat. I like it, though;
but jt is so very troublesome ”

¢ Order the carriage and four,” inter-
@d Narcissus. ¢ I’'m determined on
my-plans Erncst shall go tornight, and
I'll give hxm a we—we—week to come
.back again.”

»

.. Jn five minutes afterwards, Emest was
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on the road to the continent, under the
care of a sober valet, and Narcissus was
in bed, while Livertaint reeled home,
abusing all the watchmen ; for it was a
full hour before he had ordered his car-
riage, and he was_too independent at this
‘moment, to want any thing in the shape
of assistance.
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CHAP. ]Il

The Duké and his valct—Some little account of
Duke Egnest, us to his manners and his mindee
Conversation en-passant—A litle digression on
the subject of non-chalance, and the lunguage of
looks—A moment of danger— Escape from peril,
qnd the conclusion of a land journey,

“ SLACKEN my stays,” shouted Duke
Ernest, as the vehicle rolled rapidly
down a.steep declivity, "about forty
Jntts3from the spot whence they had
‘'starteq,, It was the first time his grace
‘had opehed his lips wide enough to emit
an audible tone, since he had been on
the road ; and the sun had, for upwards
of §wo hours, been casting his splendor
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. full in the face of the duke, and throw-
ing his gay livery of light round the re-

“ freshed lat.l.dscapei or, in othen }vords,
st was about five and forty minutes past
five o’clock.

Legrange, which was the name of
the valet, instantly understood that
which, perhaps, may appear to the un-
fashionable reader, if such an one should
get hold of these pages, totally incom-
prehensible, and in a few moments gave
his master relief, who fetched a deep
sigh, wiped his eyes, stretched out his
limbs, yawned two or three times, and
put his head out of the window.
' e

The duke was somewhat addictid to
eccentricity in some of 'his manners.
Always bred up within the warm atmo-
sphere of a court, and beset, as naturally
follows, by a whole host of butterfly-
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parasites, from the moment when he was
énabled to articulate his battledore, he
. had, ne\ertheless, maintained in his bo?
som-an uniform Pove of lntegrnty and
courage, and all the Other virtues. It
is true, slander, which always runs
open-mouthed at e great man, when-
cver he crosses its way, had whispered
,abroad things not very creditable to his
character, but none of the better sort of
the tenants believed a word of them. A
fotmer valet of his had died by the hand
of violence, in a very mysteriqus man-
uer, .in the dead of the night, and, at
the same time, the duke himself was
most grievously wounded in various

X of the body. It was said that the
'servint had formed a desngn to murder
his midfter; *and for this purpose, had
chtered his bed-room, hut the latter de-
Terided himself so vigorously, that he
eluded any mortal blow, and the assassii”

DS
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foiled in his attempt, retreated to his bed-
chamber, and destroyed himself. .Many
~of the: Fever-lslanders, ‘however, had the
audacity to think Btherwnse, and to ac-
cuse the duke himself of having acted
not altogether on the defensive. As it
has been before stated, however, the
tenants of this manor were very much
addicted to ¢ lying and slandering, and
evil speaking ;”’ and to such an excess
was this malignant propensity carried in
the present instance, that the duke was
compelled to lay hold upon one of the
ringleaders in the propagation of the
scandal, and to give him up to the law
of the island, which always punished
audacity  with fine and imprisonmer .
Duke Ernest was remarkably.,tond of
shewing his person to advantage. He
had, accordingly, braced his frame in
stays, adorned his face with 1mmense
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mustachios and whiskers, gained a con.
siderable addition to his height by ap.
_pending to the heels of his Hessians an
extraordinary mulﬁpﬁcation of leather,
'and “looked, from the fierces mirrors
of his mind, unutterable majesty. He
was a man of no viges, except we must
give that harsh name to the little ex«
cesses into which the best of human
'beings will sometimes rush, in despite
of the strictest watch which reason -and
morality can keep. Now and then he
drank rather too freely, *and in his cups,
mlght be guilty of some extravagancies
of conduct; sometimes he was under
the influence of momentagy paroxysms

* Reling, which got the better of the
natcfal moderation of his character: but
there  Was ne incontinency i his con-
duct; he implicitly obeyed the laws of
thé Fever-isle, setting an example of
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]
strict integrity and subordination to all
.the tenants whom fate had decreed to
-4ill the meaner interstices jn social life.

His grace put' his illustrious head out
of the window, and after takiug a survey
"of the beautiful langdscape which had
just expanded from the dark womb of
night, drew back again, and eiclaimed,
« Zounds, what a horrid bore it is to be’
compelled to watch the sun rising, and
the filthy mists of the morning clearing
away, from a cdrriage window !’

And here the duke paused, and fetched
a deep sigh, folded his arms, and threw
himself back in the vehicle, wlnle {L,f‘-
grange, who from habit was pretty}vell'
.acquainted with all his master’s-whims,
sat silent for a few moments, and then
imitating his grace’s action, he also
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looked out at the window, drew in his
head, sighed, and fell back most me-
c.hanica]ly on his seat. :

{ «'Itis a d——d bore,¥ reiterated the
duke. ¢ 1 don’t sec all this occasion
for such_ uncommog expedition: but
my brother must have every thing his
own way. I am little better than a
shuttlecock, and fly whithersoever 1 am
struck, But I won’t come back in a
week, and that is the truth of it. No,
no, I have deeper designs. Zounds!
1 am half asleep. Ilow far have we
travelled ?”

$Nip” ‘replied Legrange, ¢ I wonder
Yery E-'uch that your grace will suffer
yoursei®to be put out of yourway. If
1 was a person of such distinguished
consequence as your grace, I am sure I
wotld not give a snap of my fingers tc
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be snubbed and checked, and plagued, as
your grace has been for a long time past.
- 1 would go not only where I pleased, but
when 1 pleased ; and [ would live as [
pleased, and chuse my own place of res -
dence; and, to crownall, I would marry
just according to my own inclination,
and not to satisfy any father or mo-
ther, or brothers or sisters in the uni-
verse, not I. And so, please yoﬁr
grace, 1 would act in such a manner as
to shew the world 1 was a very inde- "
pendent personiage, and a very worthy
and principal pillar of my father’s name
and f'amily.”

“ And now, Mr. Legrange,” sm‘;. the
duke, “ since you have amused}!’yourv
self and me with this lony cafatogue of
your actions by anticipation, pray (}o
me the favour to give me a plain direct
-answer to the question I asked of you,
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and keep your ifs and your advice close
.loc‘ked pu your own brains. Prithee,
how far have we travelled? Where are
‘we now?”

)
’

§

" ¢ Can’t possibly tell your grace,” re-
-turned Leggrange, “,for I really have
held no communication with a mife-stone
since we set out; and as to where
we are, your grace, you may as well
carry an Otaheitan all the way from his
'native island, blindfolded, set him in
the middle of Pall-Mall, *and ask him a
question similar to the one your grace
has Just asked me.’

L \(qu grow saucy,” returned the
d'uk@,flookmg at Legrange with some-
thing lik<a frown upon his countenance.
¢« Methinks you appear to, forget the dis-
ta'qcé between us!”’

.
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'Legrange looked confounded for a few
moments, and then almost unintelligibly
murmured, * Your grare has forgot the
attack of the German trooper ‘in the
streets of Tzeli, when, if Legrange had
not interfered, your grace had been now
gone to rest with syour illustrious fore-
fathcrst After T rcscued “you, your
grace embraced wme, and prowmised I
should in futurc be your brother and
your friend. Methinks your grace has a
very short memory. Have not [ tfa-
velled with you through dangers and
disgraces enough to appal the most
courageous valet in Christendom ? And
did I ever once shrink from the perform-
ance of any one duty you imposqd:p;‘,;-;‘:
me? And yet now you tell méy as it
pleases your grace, of* the®distance
which is betyween us, and check my
prating !’



AND FIFTEEN. . 65

Thosc who are at all conversant t with
the mafners of the frequenters of
courts, _will"credit the assertion, that
Temorse ‘and shame ate not the hatives of
such an atmosphere. The high person-
ages which tenang these lofty edifices of

- human grandeur, comsider it a conde-
.scension tp allow the meanest ones of
vbe carth to toil and Iabour for them, to
expose themselves to danger in their de-
{cncc to surrender all their own tiny
“enjoyments, in order to create a mass of
pleasure for them, and in’all respects to
deport, themselves as if they were ma-
chines which Providence had made for
ther purpose than to make these

no
PW47Bus ones happy. There is also a
most ﬂsn'able air of non-chalance, which

these pobent individuals can assume at
will, which is a most eamviable qualifi-
ca&qn, since it speaketh a language
whigh. cannot be misunderstood by those
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to whom it is addressed, and is also a
most admirable pillow of digr)ity, and
the close avant-courier of mortification.

If there are some to whom this de-
scription is not perfectly comprehensible,
would that they had becn present when
this colloquy took place between Duke
Ernest and his most impudent valet ;
for they might then have received the
most apt and ample illustration of its
truth. Duke Ernest surveyed Legrange
for some minutes, with one of those looks
without condescending to-make bim any
kind of reply. At length, however, his
grace, withk a singular indifference of
tone, exclaimed, “ If you degsyei~
your whiskers clipped, to corpspond
with each other, Legrange, d~"—n me,
I'll never allow you the honour of risk-
ing your life for me again. I hate tosee
one whisker like an impervious Hush,
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whi{e its companion looks thin, m e,
and deca)’ing. Legrange, you must get
a new pain; you can never prune these
into d_ecgz{ncy.”

As he said this, the duke popped his
head out at the windew a second time,
and began to hum a tune very audibly,
when suddenly the horses, whether
alarmed at ‘the suddenness of the illus-
trious voluntary, or whether urged by
:any rashness of the postilions, who might
have listened to the duke, ‘to the neglect
of their,own professional duties, made a
spontaneous and simultaneous dash, and
flew like lightning, regardless of rein,
mﬁfef or all the other efforts of the
drivers?to the great terror both of them,
and of tho duké, and of Legrange. His
grace_pechanically drew shis head into
the'vehicle, to avoid seeing the danger:
whiek) . awaited him, while Legrange,’
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jud®as mechanically, popped his head
out to see it. This single indident, tri-
fling as it was, serves<to show how high
the mercury of courage rose in the heart
of the valet at the touch of peril, snd
how low it sank in that of the duke;
but perhaps there might have been few
illustrious beings who would have dis-.
played any greater heroism. on such,an;
occasion ; and indeed, it we take into
consideration, for a moment, the supe-
rior value of such high individuals, their
own anxiety for their preservation, as
well as that of the people who are about
them, may be accounted for on very na-
tural and rational principles.

The duke drew his head 1nt9tthe ve-
hicle, and, at the same moment Lec-
grange popped his out, and 1t~ was all
done by one mechanical motion ; sashat
whep the duke, who did not obsepve the
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exit of the pericranium of his valet, in a
halfstifled tone of terror, ejaculated,
“ What shall ‘we «do, Legrange ?’ the
latter did not Liear a syllable of thie inter-
jegtion. The duke did not dare toturn
his eyes on the one side of him, or the
other; so that he stilleremained uncon-
-scious of thg situation of the head of the
valet, until the carriage suddenly passed
over a huge stone which lay across the
road and the jerk, which amounted
to little less than an overrhrow, not only
brought back Legrange to his original
position, on the coach, but drove his
head with such violence against that of
hIS m:@ter, that neither of thestwain, {or
aomu -tite, what with terror, and sur-
pn/e, d pmn, could sufficiently reco-
ver lumse]f}o make a single observation
or e‘chSslon beyond the Iatitude of the
solitary, but certainly not unexpressive
interjgction—< Oh!”
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But this interjection proved ultimately
of singular advantage, since lit provesd
the key which unlocked the,granary of
language, and the'instant it was applied,
open- flew the doors of speech, and
words began to shuffle one another out;
if not with very grea.t rapidity, at least
with much inclination to make their es-
cape, * Sir—sir—sir,” stammered Le-
grange, *“ 1 beg ten thousand pardons of
your grace ; but it was the carriage—the
carriage, Nir, and no fault of mine,’ your
grace.”

‘

¢ ])—-n the carriage, and you too,”
returned the duke, rubbing his, head
with both hands. * What is tosbedeom:,*
Legrange >—what the devil is to l; done?
Call out to the fellows toystop the
horses, and t let me get out besfore the
danger is increased.”
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Legrange could scarcely forbear from
siniting ai the wisdom of his master ; but
he made no remark upon it, wluch
shewed plamly that he possessed suffici-
ent sagacity for his situation :—No, no,
if in the anxiety of his feelings for his
own security, he overlooked the possi-
bility of checking the horses in the mid-
dle of their mad career, to allow him to
make his escape, it was not for his valet
to take the liberty to tell his grace that
‘he was under the influence of error.

Before the valet, however, could re-
turn any answer, that danger which they
had hitherto only dreaded, and of which
-shew had received one pretty uncquivocal
warnmg, actually took place :—the car-
‘ringe sw:i’;ly passed over anothér huge
stone, aud Tn a moment lay on its side,
upan’the verge of a stone quarry, which
descended beneath them to the depth of
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some thirty or forty feet. The duke
could not speak for terrer.  Legrange
himself looked in a tegrible siate of cou-
sternation ; and, to add to their fears, the
horses continued to kick and struggle
most vehemently, so as to bring the
vehicle cvery instgnt ‘still neyrer to the
balance. ¢ Save m, Lerrr.mg(,, » cried
the duke; ¢¢ save me once more, aml I
will, indced, treat you no longer as’ a
valet, but a friend. By hecaven, in
another moment 1 shall be far hefyond'
the reach of iy wife’s affections, or my
mother’s anger. Save me, Legrange—
save me.” ‘

.
t

Poor Legrange, actuated by a stropges
motive than that of sawnfr his bxaster,
viz. th¢ wish to rescue himsglf from a
situation of iyiminent peril, nredg a bold
attempt to extricate himself frdin the
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carriage, in which, with some difficulty,
he succeeded, and stood by the side of
the vehicie. THe pastilions had also re-
‘covered themselves from the shock they
had received in falling, and were now
busily employed *in cutting the traces,
whi h they could not save, in order to
dctach the animals from the carriage ;
amd, as they were close at the entrance
into a town, any injury which might be
Jone, was of very immaterial conse-
" quence, and easy of repaim,

The Wuke, however, was still in a
state of alarming peril; but Legrangé,
after much danger and trouble, succeeded
in«-géttih% his grace out at the carriage-
window, and when he had restored him
to a little écaposure they both, set out
on foot to thetown, .aving the postilions
to get the carriage and horses into an up-
right position, aud to follow them to the

YOL. I. E
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same, with all possibility, with the lug-
gage of bis grace. '

It was an early hour in the morning,
when the travellers made their appear-
ance at the door of the.inn; and as they
were wrapped in rbquelaires, it was im-
possible for any one to penetrate their
disguise. Here they reposed for six
hours, took breakfast, and the duke
treated Legrange with a kindness which
made the latter suppose his grace was
really disposed to fulfil the promise he
had made to him on this occasion; and
it consequently had the effect of exhila~
rating the spirits of the valet to a con-
siderable elevation, and in more iYstaifces
than one, to throw off the distance
which usually existed betwixt his master
and himself, "and to affect something
nearer to familiarity.



OAND FIFTEEN, 75

_The postilions soon arrived with-the
vehicle, which was very little injured ;
it required aboit half an hour.to replace
the. shattered traces, and new traces
being then procured, the duke and Le-
grange recommenced their journey with
more alacrity than was to be expected,
after the scene of peril and alarm they
had recently encountered. The sky be-
came unclouded, the sun shed a de-
lightful splendor over every object ;
even the duke himself, dor a time, for-
got the moroseness which had lately
growi? upon him, since he had been
engaged in a dispute with_his mother,
and conversed with his valet in a true
and odndescending cheerfulness. No
accndent occuxred during the residue of
their joufuey. At the fall of the day,
they reached thc town to which they
had directed their course, where a vessel

- E2
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was waiting in readiness to take them
over to the continent ; and before
night, the shores of, the*Fever-isle had
completely vanished from the eyes of
the duke and his valet.
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CHAP. 1V,

"4 letter fron Ernest—A laughing sceme—dAn in-
trusion—dAn ill-ti;nedjgke, and its consequences—
Involuntery harmony—Unpleasant news—A little
episode on the subject of care—Narcissus in the
dumps, and his chief adviser in disgrace—A

partial Fecovery.

Tne time of Narcissus hung very
heavy on his hands ; thére was the same
routige of eating and drinking—of wo-
men and wine—of ostentatious ribalgry,
and splendid vacuity of thought. Duke
prness had been gone from the Fever-
isle ebout five days, when a Jetter ar-
rived from his grace to Narcissus.

“ Anapology for his non-appearance,”
saig Mahony, the confident of Narcissus, .



78 EIGHTEEN HUNDRED

as he handed to him the letter. ¢ The
time your highness has assigned him is
expired, and he is under ordeys to re-
wain longer in his present quarters.”

Without attending to the exclamation
of Mahony, Narcissus had opened the
letter, and read aloud as follows :—

« My dear brother,

“ The duchess feels herself a little
 piqued at the anger and contempt of
% my mother, and has prevailed on me
¢ to forego my intention to bring her
¢ qver to the Fever-isle, for the present,
“ My mother must be wrought on to
¢ change her mode of behaviour.: Sup:
‘‘ pose you endeavour to move her, by a
¢ promise that we will never come near
¢ hertooffer hei the slightestdisturbance,
““ to give us a letter of introduction to
*¢ the chief domain-holders on the cqnti-
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‘ nent, by means of which we may tra-
*¢'vel with eclut from one place to another.
“ If yoy gain this favor, my wife will
« feel herself easy,”and [ shall care but
R little about any thing else, the increased
“ income excepted. And now, my dear
¢ Narcissus, for a word or two on other
* matters. My dear duchess has just
¢ set about reforming me, as she calls it:
* she hags insisted upon it, that 1 should
¢ throw away my stays, (and that will
“Be a plaguy loss to Allen); that I
¢ should adopt a new suite of whiskers,
‘““ and mustachios of a lighter colour
¢ than those I have been accustomed to
¢ wear; that I should take off my hat
‘ to 3l who bow to me; that I should
< teach her English ; that I should be-
¢ come altogtther domestic, and leave
“ off swearing, drinking, gaming, and

~——ing; and, in short, that I should,

‘n every respect, grow just the reverse

-

-~

n‘a -~

-~
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* of that which I have been accustomed
% to appear. [ have struggled and re-
“ gisted as long as I was able - but, as
& somebody says inthe Bible, ¢ itis very
*¢ hard to kick against the pricks ;" and,
“¢ taking this into considcration, I have
¢ determined to relinquish the contest.
I have often been complimented by
‘¢ some of my insolent countrymen, with
¢ the title of a mere monkey; but when
I shew myself amongst you again, I
¢ am much mistaken if they will ‘not
“ find a nearer resemblance betwecn the
‘¢ greater Oumn—Outlmg and your .

¢« ErnEsT.”

An immoderate fit of laughte. from
Narcissus followed the reading of. this
letter, in which he was joined by his
faithful Mahony, who, on every occa-
sion, was the perfect echo of his master.
To every ha! ho! ha! of Narcissus, .the
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ready he! he! he! of his confident re-
sponded ; so that when Méldon entered
the apartment; un’announc'et.i, in the
midst of the merriment, although he wa¢
Jittle addicted to cracking jokes, he could
not avoid whispering, in a tone pretty
audible, ¢ I have often heard of moun.
tain echoes skipping from one cliff to
another, but this is the first time I ever
knew echo amusing herself between
two blocks.”” As he concluded, he re.
colfected the folly of the remark in such
company, and tried to stifle it with a

hem ! »

The hem, however, was “ineffectual ;
faraltibugh Narcissus lost the substance
of the joke, Mahony had, unforgunately
for Meldon, caughe the cream of it;
and being never reluctant® to make a lit-
tle mischief, he immediately put his
mowth close to the attentive ears of his

EJS
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master, and communicated to him every
word, not bating a single accent!

The countenance of Narcissus glowed
a deep crimson; indignation and sur-
prize struggled tor a few seconds to ob-
tain the mastery, tfll at length, having
regained, in some measure, his compo-
sure, the great man whispered a word in
Mahony’s ear, who immediately gliding
behind Meldon, stepped quickly to the
door, and turping the key, made the
poor adviser a prisoner.

#* Now, Meldon,” said Nareissus, with
a smile of triumph on his countenance,
“ now, my boy, since you have hid youvr
joke, I'll have mine. What punishment
does the knave desérve, Mahorty ? Shall
we whip him “with nettles, or put him in
chancery 7 -
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Now to those who may be unac.
quainted with the manners and customs
of the Fever-iglanders, it may be neces-
sary, by way of eludidating these punish~
. ments, to state, that whipping with nettles
was a kind of boyish punishment fre-
quently inflicted by childish tribunals at
schools; and that putting into chancery,

_ was a phrase very much in vogue amongst

a class of men who, either for money, or
con amore, amused themselves with
pUmmelling each other’s bones about
by the hour and the minute, a science
whigh was very much patronized in the
island, and was denominated pugilism.

‘¢ Neaven forbid! great sir,” uttered
Meldon, with a deep and hollow groan
of anguish { for he well knew what-

chancery was.

.3 Let us not forget mercy in,the heat
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of our desire for strict justice,” said
Mahony ; and then again putting his
mouth close to his gracions master’s ear,
which was always open to whispers, he
went on—*“ Suppose we make old sober-
sides sing us a song.”

o

‘“ Bravo! bravissimo!” shoyted Nar-
cissus? ““ Thou art the prince of good,
fellows: We'll have a song, and a merry
one, t00.”

In vain did poor Meldon declare his
inability to sing; in vain did he declare
that he could not bear singing, and could
not even endure to hear an Italian song ;
that his situation and employmefit did,
not allow him to think of karmony ; and
Jhat he could just as soon attempt to
pull down thz sky with his hands, as to
oblige his highness with any thing like a
song. He was willing to submit to eny
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mortification—any penance which it was
1n his power to perform ; he would stand
in a corner of the room, with a fool’s cap
.on his head ; would stay all day without
food, and even go supperless to bed;
but, God help hip ! he could not singe—
he knew no words, and as to tunes, he
was as little a judge of them, as he was
Qf dogs, or horse-flesh.

But prayers, and sighs, and tears (for
Meldon even shed tears,) proved of no
avall.  Narcissus was determined to
have a song; and, as for Mahony, he
stood, holding his sides, and cnjoying
most ecstatically, the counfusion of poor
Mcldo® ¢ Come, come,” said Nar-
cissus; ““ I have an original song—in my
pocket ahd here it is; put what tune
you please to it, or sing®it to twenty
tunes, as you like; but sing you shall,
or give up your post about my person ;
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so make no more excuses, but begin at
once.”

«  Meldon saw the impossibility of es-
cape ; making, therefore, a virtue of ne-
cessity, after two or three dozcn hems,

*to clear his voice, :and almost as many
attempts to pitch it to a pasgable tune,
the chap-fallen and disconsolate adviser -
took the paper, and sung—

SONG.

Pm nerther a qﬁidnunc nor stoic,
Philosophical, sage, nor heroic ;
But a son of good humour, and frolic, and g glee,
‘And women and wine are the pleasures for me.

Of religion I know but right little ;

For morality care not a tittle:

And witien by old Time from this OIobe lam driv’ n,
May Bacchus and Venus escort me t6 Heaven.

.

Before Meldon had reached the end of
his task, short as it was, the big drops
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started on his forehead, and chaced each
other rapidly down his cheeks, while his
two inveterate tormentors more than
-ever enjoyed the perplexity into which
they had placed their trembling victim ;
and no sooner hag he concluded, than
-Narcissus declared e would make him
sing it ovey again—a threat which ope-
rated on Meldon something like a tertian
ague, makjng his very teeth chatter in
his head, and his knees knock against
eacl! other, from excess 9f terror. He
intreated his master, if he valued his
services, to abandon this cruel deter-
mination, which would most unques-
tionably deprive him of the®little reason
which Yemained to him; and he con-
cluded, by praymg Narcissus to listen to
the purpdrt of his visit, which was of
some importance, and refuired serious
consideration.
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For some time, however, Narcissus
persisted in his resolution, until Mahony
became’ the advocate ¢f poor Meldon,
and pleacied his cause with such effect,
that his master consented to let him cs-
cape this time, with no repetition of
punishment. ¢ But, my boy,”” said he,
“ since you have found a voige, it shall
wvot be for want of practice, if it doer -
not, in time, grow melodious.”

The heat and ardour of the joke hav-
ing now abated, Narcissus began to
assume a more staid and solid cuunte-
nauce, and gravely inquired what im.
portant business had brought Meldon
into his presence so unexpectedly, and
at suck-an unusual hour.

“ Sir,” replied Meldon, who rapidiy
recovercd himself, as he found his mas-
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ter become serious, * I have news from
the Rebel realm of some moment. There
has been . an unfprtunate difference be-
aween Viscount Calderagh and the Duke
of Laurels.

« ‘“ No more than I expected,” replied
Narcissus. | ¢ Calderagh is an officious
, uppy, always meddling with what does
not concern him, and the duke is too
high-spirited to endure his interference ;
‘but that is to be done? I cannot part
with erther of them.”

“ Your highness mistakes the real
cause of the misunderstanding,” re-
turned Weldon, bowing most submise
sivelysto the ground.

¢ Mistake the cause ! Do I mistake ?”
asked Narcissus, rather impatiently.
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“ What other cause can there be? I
hope there is no »

“ Pardon me, great sir,” interrupted
Meldon, ‘ they have quarrelled about—
not about military affairs, nor politics,
but about——""

“ About what ?” reiterated Narcissus,
most peevishly interrupting Meldon
again. “ Why can’t you go through
your tale straight forward ?”

¢ A woman, Sir,” returned Meldon.
¢« They have unfortunately got an in-
trigue in tha same house, and with the
same person. Laurels caught Czideragh
as he_ says, poaching upon the manor
which he had taken under his grotection;
so they fell tc high words, and then to
blows. Laurels drew upon Calderagh,
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and Calderagh drew upon Laurels, when
the latter gave his antagonist a devil of a
wound somewherg about the groin, and
a story is obliged to be trumped up of
a horse having kicked poor Calderagh,
or a carriage run egainst .him, or some-
Jhing to the same purpose, and there he
lies.”

<

T Where: does he lie?” vociferated
Narcissus. ~ * Confound the quarrel-
Somesrascals. Were there not more wo-
men than one to be had ?’*°

¢ Oh yes, dread Sir,” replied Meldon,
¢ there were abundance to be had ; but
both had a fancy to the same tit-bit,
and then, Sir, you know, it became a
point of hgnout with them, and each
would sooner risk death, than consent to

relinquish his right.”
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“ And has the enmity ceased with
this explanation ?” asked Narcissus,
rising, and walkmg irregualarly up and
down the room.

“ 1 am sorry to say it has not,” an-
swered Meldon ;, ¢ the enmity seems
higher than ever. Laurels swears he
will not have any thing to do with af-
fairs, while Calderagh is allowed to dic-
tate and direct. He appears absolutely
determined on this point.” '

Anguish and care, the common ten-
ants of this habitable globe, as often-
times intrude themselves into the gaudy
mansion, and knock at the dour of_the
exalted heart, as into the low-born pea-
sant’s cabin. Greatness, if is true, may
lose the recol'ection of unpleasant images
in the giddy vertex of dissipation, and
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unsanctified revelry ; but when the voice
of laughter has ceased through the splen-
did dome—when the gilded cup no longer
sparkles with the vivi'f:ying and intoxi-
cating wine—when the charms of beauty
are no longer before thes eye, and the
gmpty praises of the venal parasite sound
.no more upon the ear, it is then that sly
rflection leads care over the ruins which
dissipation has made into the unbarrica-
doed heart, ahd gives it scope and com-
1hissidn to begin its work of gloomy sor-
row ; and the more gaiety and folly have
revelled, the more considerable are the
. materials which are left at the disposal
of this enemy to illicit pleasures, and
the deeprer and more durably is he eo-
abled te fix his fangs in the very root of
enjoyment, and’to riot amidst the scat-
tered wrecks of all the finer feelings of
the bosom.
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Such was the case, at this moment,
with Narcissus. He felt himself stand-
ing in a situation of peculiar difficulty
and danger ; propped, insecurely enough,
it is true, by a multitude of pillars, but
they were so «nsound in their strength,
and so dependant oun each other, that he
feared and trembled lest the removal of
one should cause the whole to tumbje.
and should hurl him, at once, down to
the extreme of trouble and dismay. He
seldom thought seriously ; but when cir-
cumstances forced a reflection into his
mind, it uniformly brought with it a
train of such horrid anticipations, that
he wanted- the courage to look them
boldly in the face, and weuld, “usuglly,
for want of better defences, fly to the
bottle, and endeavour to droivn the in-
truders in thewrepeated bumpers of stupi-
fying cordial, until care and reason to-
gether deserted his intellectual mansion.
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For some time did Narcissus continuc
silently to pace up and down the apart-
ment, his,bosom agitated by a thousand
«contending emotions, for it was long
before he could make up his mind to
a;ly particular mede of conduct which
Seemed to promise Jim any effectual
relief from the troubles he foresaw. At
.length in a voice scarcely audible, he
exclaimed—‘ A plague on their quar-
rels, say 1. Must I be sacrificed to
‘theiw love of intrigue? Did I send
them to Rebel realn to Runt out fine
women, and then to quarrel with each
other about the possession of them. I
wish 1 had better advisers, sbut I want
couragento think and act for myself; and
while I depend upon these rotten sup-
porters, I,am ‘every day in daugel of
being tumbled into the mud. I am a
most miserable man, in, the very midst
of all possible pleasures.”
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Mahony was thunderstruck by this ex-
traordinary sohloquy. It was so rarely
that he heard his mastcr reasoning with
himself, that he immnediately began to au-
gur some important consequences from
the phenomenon. He called to mind, that
when men begin to think, it1s the first
step towards a reformmation, and a refor-
mation was by no means a desirable.
object with hnn, since it was possible
that a change might take place, that
might sweep away all the real pickings
which lay at his command.

Meldon was not a jot hetter pleased
he did not a* all relish the apparent mys-
tery which lurked in the langwage_of
Narcnssus. He hated the idea of change,
as he hated the devil ;—and most sin-
cerely did he at the moment, vent a
thousand secret curses against the Duke
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of Laurels and Calderagh for not being
better politicians than to let their love
of intriguerget tha better of their reason,
or at least for allowing the real cause
and conscquences of their dispute to get
wind, and reach the cars'of Narcissus.
What might be the result of this impru-
.dence to himselfand his fellow-advisers,
A almost dreaded to anticipate; but,
at any rate,:the only plan which ap-
peared feasible, for thc moment, was
to atttmpt to avert the anger of Nar-
cissus from himsclf more particularly.
He accordingly summoned up resolution,
and, advancing towards his master, ex-
claimed, “ Great Sir, leave®them to
scttle thdir differences between them-
sclves. 'Why should your highness in-
terfere? Arfew .days, and the heat of
_ their feclings may have subsided, and,
iu the mean time, you can recal Cal-

YOL.,1. F
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deragh, and reprimand him for his rash-
ness?”

% Begbne from my sight,” exclaimed
Narcissus, in a tonc of vehemence—
“ You none of you carc for my peace;
you have hoodwinked me too long;
leave me directly, and when 1 have de-
termined how to act, I will send for
you.”

'

The manner of Narcissus would not
brook dclay; Meldon bowed silently,
and, with his eyes full of tears, and his
besom overcharged with grief, took his
leave, and sorrowfully retraced his way
to his own house to tell the saé tidings
to hig wife. '

In the meen time, Mahony ventured
to speak such effectual consolation to
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his master, as, in the course of a few
minutes, to restore him to good humour
with himself, .and consequently with
every other individual. ’
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CHAP. V.

a-—.*_—.

A visit to the Duchess ahd a new character in this «
history, although not new in real life—Domes-
tic jarring—Successful issve of the visit of
Narcissus— Filial intrusion «nd disobedionde-—
Some insight into @ near connection of' Narcis-
sus,

i <Smmmem et

Tux Duchess of Whelps had pretty
well rccovered from her last violent
attack, and was engaged in a t(te-d-tite
with her grand-daughter, Lady " Chor-
lotte Cambray, when Narcissus airived
to communicate the contents of the
letter he had teceived from his brother
Ernest. 1t was tue first time, since the

-day he had been witness to her agitation
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on the entrance of her undutiful son,
that he had found leisure to make his
personal inquirics after his mether; and,
had not business required his appear-
<ance to-day, it is far from impossible
that the visit mfght have been procras-
*tinated to astill more distant period,
for Narcissus was by no means cxtremely
‘attached to the company of his mother,
as the embers of an old disunion be-
tween them, were still unquenched in
his bosom.

It is probable too, that the Duchess
hersclf was aware of the real disposition
of Narcissus, or clse, she shrewdly sus-
pécted the nature of his errand, for no
sooner did he.make his appearance, than,
instead of grecting him with a smile of
welcome, which however insincere and
disingenuous it might be in its nature,
the'courtesy of high life demanded, she
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assumed a serious, not to say a frowning
countenance, as she exclaimed— You
have taken long enough, Sir, to deter-
mine upon the propriety of paying your
mother a visit during her indisposition ;
and pray to what circumstance, after all,
must I ascribe the honour of this visit ?*’

Narcissus was not discomposed by
trifles : assuming, therefore, an air of
perfect non chalance, hc promptly re-
plied, ¢ The honor and pleasure, Madam,
are exclusively my own, and believe me,
nothing but urgency of public business,
could have prevented me from paying
my respects earlier where duty as well as
inclination so powerfully required my
attention.” )

¢« Papa grows more polite than ever,”
exclaimed Lady ~ Charlotte, without
ranning lrer eyes from the paper on which
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she was making the copy of a sketch—
‘ and grandmama, I think, grows more
cross tHan she used to be. Ileigho,
for a husband ! |
“ 1lold your tongue, saucebox,’
ocried the duchess.*“ Who told you,
Madam Minx, to interfere ? 1 find, after
all the pains 1 have taken with you for
the last several months, 1 am likely to
ma.kc but very httle improvement in
you. [I’ll give you up, if I am to have
much more trouble, I will, impudence!
I’11 not be plagued as I have been, with
such a termagant grandchild.”

e« Then, if you won’t be plagued with
snch a termggant grandchild, I shan’t
be plagded with a sour crusty old grand-
thother, that’s certain,” éxclaimed Lady
Charlotte ; and then hdded with an arch
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look, “ I wonder which will be the
gainer by the change !”

“ You'll make me ill again, hussoy,
you will,”  vocifirated «hie  duchess,
while her cyes flashed fury, and her
checks were red with passion.  Nar,
cigsus also thought it time to interfere
and check the hoydenish impertinence of-
his daughter, and accordingly he shook
his head angrily at Lady Charlotte, and
addresscd Ler, ¢ Charlotte—it you value
my favour, or if you wish for good treat-
ment in future, I desire you will behave
more respectfully to your grandmother.
I have no idea of young giddy girls as-
suming such airs of independence. ’

“1 know you have not, pape,” mut-
tered Lady Clarlotte, pouting her lips,
and playing with her pencil—* I know,
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ﬁapa, you think we poor women are fit
for nothing but to be snubbed and
checked, and driven about, and ba-
nished just as you mcn please: I am
sure of this, very sure of it indeced, or
" clse, you never would have served my
mother as you dld, You would not
have tried to bring her into disgrace,
without ‘any cause ; and then, because
you could not succeed in your designs,
compel her to go away out of the
country, and to fly from her child—you
would not—""

¢« Stop your prating, hussey, or I'll
take you and lock you up »n a dark room
for cight and forty hours, I will,” in-
térrupte(l Narcissus.

o« Well, and you maw do so if you

please,” ecried Lady, Charlotte. — ¢ I

darc say I should not be so frightened
F O
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to be locked up in a dark room as you
would, for I have done nobody any
wrong, not I; and I should not be a bit
afraid of being visited by any frightful
dreams.”

¢ Go out of the r(‘)om' this moment,
hussey,’’ vociferated Narcissus, stamping
his feet violently on the ground—¢ Get
you gone to your governess, and tcll
her if she can’t teach you to'conduct
yourself with meore propriety, I’ll dis-
charge her front my service: of that I
am determined.” :

¢ And T am determined no governess
shall controul me,” cried Lady Char-
lotte—¢ So, papa, if you think to send
any body to govern me, you are very
much mistaken; or any body that shall
make me cease to talk of my mother, or
to tell you how badly you have behaved
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to her. And as to going out of the’
room, I hope you don’t think it a pu-
nishment to make me leave company
which is always snubbing gnd thwart-
ing me.’

And as she said this, Lady Charlotte,
without waiting fora reply, flounced out
of the Apartment, while the duchess,
shaking her head, exclaimed, ¢ That
girl is the most determined plague I
higve. She causes me more urcasiness
than even my ungrateful and undautiful
son, Ernest.,”

¢ By the bye, Madam,” rcturned
Naigissus, eagerly seizing the opportu-
hity thus thrown in his way, of intro-
ducing theesubject of his visit — ¢ 1
have _]ust received a l‘,tter from my
‘brother, which I hope w vill tend to com-



108 EIGHTEEN HUNDRED

pose you, and to lessen your uncasiness
respecting him.’

. Uneasiness about him!” rzapeated
the duchess— ¢ don’t think that T am
uneasy aboutany such agraceless fellow.
No, no, the time is gone by when I
cared so much about him as to feel un-
easiness. But pray, Narcissus,” what is
this you have to communicate ?”

¢ Frnest, Madam,” rcturned Ngr-
cissus, ¢ penetrated with remorse for
his disobedience, but having actually
married the object of his wishes, has
deterinined to, banish himself entirely
from your presence ; and he has request-
ed me only to make intercession with
‘you to obtain for him your letters of
recommendation to the notice of some
of the dxstmgmshed families of the
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continent, in order that by mingling
with some of the gay society which is
to be foynd in the hemisphere of high
life, he may render the term of his exile:
somewhat mere tolerable.” .

This appeal scemed to produce some
effect upon the feelings of the duchesss
The idea that this disobedicnt son was
about to remain at a distance, and con-
sequently, 'would no longer harass her
with his presence, evidently operated
most powerfully in excitihg an unusual
elevation of spirits, Iler countenance
once more displayed a contour of serc-
nity, and, lapsing into a profound reverie,
for 2 rmoment, she soon recovered her-
sel;', and exclaimed—¢ Why, as to that
request, if, I cduld he sure he would re-
main where heis; if T could obtain any
sceurity for his not coming near to trou-
ble me, I might be induced to agree to
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his request; but you know, Narcissus;
you well know there is no trusting him.”

< ¢« T think, Madam, with all becoming
deference,” returned Narcissus,  that
you may give him credit this time, Let
me intreat that for 3;0111' own quiet’s
sake you will give up to Emest in this
particulrr.  Coasider, Madam, the great
value of your health !—Consider—

« Have you almost done talking:
secrets, and art you got into good hu-
mour " asked Lady Charlotte, pecping
in at the door which she had gently
opened without the least noise or dis-
turbance, and interrupting her father in
the widdle of his most filial and courtly
harangue.

“ Oh! a plague on that girl I’ scream-
ed the duchess, starting from her seat,
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and then throwing herself again most
theatrically upon the couch—<¢ I am
sure she, will be the decath of me.
*Was ever such breeding ? Was ever
such conduct? Did you ever see such
a"breach of good manners ?”’

*¢« Never, madam, upon my honour,
never!” réplied Narcissus — * ] am
"ashamed of the untutored, impertinent
hussey, I aln.  And [ am determined to
infligt some punishment, which shall
impress upon her memory a lesson of
good maunncrs worthy to be remem-
bered.”

“ Thank you, papa,” cried Lady
Charlotte, making her way into the
room, adyancing to the front of Nar.
cissus, and dropping him a low curtsey,
‘“ I am much obliged to” you indeed,
but T have lessons of good breeding
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dunned .in my ears from morning to
night by my old governess, 1 have told
the old creature, however, that [ will
not be plagued so, and that if she persists
in boring me, I never will have any
more to say to her.”

* They have been dunned to very
little purpose I fear,” replied Narcissus ;
* but I must adopt a different course,
or | percerve that in a short time, you
will Icse all respect not only for me.,but
for your graudmother, aud for all your
friendly advisers who are careful of
your happmess. I must teach you dif-
ferently, however : so prepare yourself,
madam, to go back with me to my own
house, tor the experiment.”

¢ What then, T suppose your house
is a hospital,” answered Lady Char-
lotte, * and thithcr I am to be gcarried
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to be cut aud flogged tor the benefit of,
all the race of independent daughiers,
and as a*® warning to all those who shal]
" presume to think and speak for them-
selves.,  But I thank you, my dear papa,
and if vou please, I would rather stay
Were with my grandmother, than go to
be made apy experiment of.”

Narcissys was but little used to con-
tradiction; and the moment he heard
his ‘daughter endeavouring to oppose
his intention, all his prudence and for-
bearance instantly took flight, and he
made two or three rapid strides towards
Lady Charlotte, as if with %a intention
to enforce his menace. Lady Charlotte
started back, and gazing on her father in-
tently fora moment, hastily ejaculated,
“ Ah "’ and with a screand and a bound
was out of the apartmeht and the man-
siondn’a few scconds; and befose Nar-
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cissus was half recovered from his sur-
prize at her unexpected and stubborn
manner, he perceived her through the
window, hastily trippiag into the thick-
est part of the forest, unattended and
almost uncovered, followed by a little
favourite kid whiclk she had reared, and
which was the constant companion of
her walks.

Anger and surprize for some time got
the better of the reason of Narcissus
when he thus‘saw himself slighted and
made of no account. * The gypsey!”
said he, as soon as he recovered suffici-
ent composare to speak — ¢ See how
little she heeds her father’s wishes., Had
her mother dropped but a single Lint of
her wishes, it had been ample enough
to command .instant attention; but 1—I
—am abused and disobeyed.”
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“ *Tis all your own fault,” replied
the duchess— ¢ You have taught the
.girl to thitk too much of herself. You
have spoiled per in her education, and
you will have to endure the conse-
quences of your mismanagement. But
leave her to me this time, and you shall

* sce, when you visit her again, that I
.have found cut the secret how to make
her a more gbedient daughter.”

Natcissus was glad of the pretext to
get away, without secing Lady Char.
lotte again; for truth to tell, he had had
so many disputes with her on the subs
ject of her mother, and shehad so uni-
formly ‘come out of the contest with an
air of friumph, that he began to despair
of making ‘any thing of her, by his own
unassisted efforts. But the reader may
ask, who was her mother?
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Gentle reader! The story may he ob-
taincd at full length, on reference to the
“ Month in Town;” but as thiou mayest
never have perused that enitome of illus-
trious transactions, it shall again he
told, but with"a degrce of brevity which
shall make it less unpalatable than lorg
delineations and descriptions.  Know
then, that Narcissus, after spending the
commencement of his mwanhood, in
ranging about amongst the flowers of

.beauty, to oblige his friends and fo ac-
commodate himsclf to the wishes of the
Fever islanders, had married a lady from
a distant manor, but who was one of
his father’s* kindred. She was gifted
with all those qualifications which are
necessary to the happiness of man: she
was yourg, comely, aflectibnate, and
sanguine ; and for a while she succeeded
tolerably well in giving satisfaction to
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her husband. But he had been too much
accustomed to varicty, and constancy
.had no atfractions for him. Soon after
the birth of Lz'ldy Charlotte, he took a
dislike to his wife, which soon grew to
such a pitch, that he made every en-
degavour to traduce her fair fame, and to
» destroy her reputation in the estimation
.of the tenants, who were all devoted to
licr interests,  livery scheme was tried
to render this plot against her character
clfcctlial 1 she was accused of crimes
w hich, when brought to proof, vanished
like mists before the sun: her iather-
in-law stood up in her behalf, and de-
clared his perfect conviction of her inno-
cence ;" the tepants were cqually satis-
fied of her purity ; but Narcissus closed
his ear ag@inst the voice of truth and
equity, for he hated her, antl had sworn
to persecute her to the 'uttermost. He
now treated her with contempt, violated
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the common principles of politeness
in his necessary transactions with her,
and ultimately, by his uniforin cruelty,
succeeded in driving her away from the
Fever-isle; and she was now wandering
a forlern fugitive, in«distant countries,
far from the child<of her affection, fram
the husband who had sworn,to love and
cherish her, and from all the dearest
ties, and nearcst sympathies.of life.

Such is the exile’s tale. If there be
a bosom so callous to cvery benevolent
feeling, that it beats not with sensibility
om hearing her sufferings; if there be an
eye in human nature which refuses the
tribute of a tear to her sorrows, ‘let the
misanthrope envy their stoicism : the
philanthropist’s sorrow will be excited at
the contemplation of an unsusceptibility
which would bé far from exalting the
character of man!
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Narcissus eagerly availed himself of
the excuse offered by his mother, for his
non-procmastination of his visit, and im-
.‘mediately retllmed to his own residence, -
to communicate to his brother the re-
sult of the appligation to the duchess
i his favour; and sgarcely had he been
two hours at home, before a footman
arrived with the letter of introduction
for which he had just been making his
application. The epistle was unsealed,
and *Narcissus, opening it with some
small share of curious anRiety, read as
follows :—

¢ To all lords and ladies* of manors,
“ a]l rulers of stewardships, hailiwicks,
¢ e¢lectorates, and domains, hereditary
““or elective, leasehold, copyhold, or
“ freehold, wheresoever lying, and in
« whomsoever vested,+ the® Duchess of
 Whelps sendeth greeting.—These pre-
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CIHAP. VI.

A peep into domestic life, shewing how « Dule and
Duchess may wnuse themselees at home— An in-
trusion—A Duke not always a hero~An unex-
pected substitute, and female heroism—its conse-

quences.

In the mean time, Duke Ernest, in
the company of his wife, had gradually
lost *all the unpleasant inmages of an
angry mother, a disappeinicd  family,
and the like, and was rapidly a(lvui'u:i-:)g
towards the character of a doudestic
man. His voyage fromn the Fever-islc
to the residence of his spouse, had been
most propitious ;° the very winds of
Heaven appeared to respect his werth.
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and would not “ visit his face too rough-
ly.”” In passing through a forest on the
borders of Handover, they were attacked
by two ferocious fellows, the advanced
guard of a band of midnight plunderers ;
hut by a lueky aim, Legrange had
brought the foremost villain to the
ground, and the other, on sceing the fate
of his companion, instantly clapped
spurs to.his stecd, and was out of sight
i a moment. With this single excep-
tion, the residue of thg journey passed
most delightfully ; and Duke Ernest, in
two days and a half from his taking
leave of his brother Narcissus, *encir-
cled his lovely Duchess i his arms,
»

“ Well,” said the Duchess, in rather
a carclehs tone, after the first endearing
enquiries had passed away ; ¢ Well, my
dear Erncst, and pray what had the
Duchess to say for herself? Do tell me
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directly, for indeed I am all dying with
impatience.,  You must chauge these
odious whiskers.”

“ The Duchess, my love,” returned
Duke Ernest—¢ looked plaguy blue at
me, and stormed a great deal, and fretted
with so much violenee as to bring on a
very serious fit of illness, and then she
refused to sayv a word to e, or to hear a
word from me, and then, my dear. we

3

parted.”

.

« Parted! Parted!” cjaculated the
Duchess.  « What without making any
communication to her on the subject of
your visit > You are decciving me” -

“ No, my love, never,” aliswered
Duke Ernest. ‘<« What the devil was
the use of my persisting in using your
name, when she shut her ears, and 'poasi-
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tively swore that she would not hear one
syllable on the subjoet. Finding this
to be the case, | dctermined to make a
virtue of ugeessiry, and to praise mysaif
. for the excellence of my chowee, and
vou tor vour gttractibns, when ofl’ she
Lwent into a tandruen, which brought on

a {it of her old disorder.”

« Merey on me, Froest,” exclimed
the Duchess— Why what a fus« the
old womait teekes abont the business !
Yet surely [ am of the same flesh and
blood as hersell, and 1 tancy not very
distunt 10 kin from her.  And did not
she at fast consent to reéeive me as her
daughter-in-law ?”

« Receive you, my love ? Why Lord
bless you,” replied Erngst, ¢ she won’t
hear of such a thing » so all that I can do
i8to ‘munage to gain that by astratagem,
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which she will not concede to affection,
I mean to write to Narcissus to gain her
sanction and letter of introduction to
the gay aud fashionable circles round
the various domains of the continent,
and that once gained, we will visit the
old Dowager in spitg of her teeth.”

« I cannot help thinking how the old
lady will frown and rage,” replied the
duchess. * Methinks 1 see her, taking
a pinch of snuff with all the composnre
imaginable, whén youend 1 suddenly
bolt into the room. ¢ My dear mother,’
methinks you say, ©receive your chil-
dren to your aims, and let all past anger
be forgotten.” * Get out of my sight,
you disobedient wretch,” says she; ¢ get
away from me, for I hate the very sight
of you; and ac_for you, madam, who
have dared to marry my son without my
consent, I'll have nothing to say toyou.’
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And then, Ernest, according to the
common custom upon these occasions,
I’ll bend one kuee, and beseech her to
relent, and you will join me’ and then
.the. old lady will fume more and more,
and vow, and protest, “and swear, and
sefuse, and finally sell us we grow im-
pertinent, and—he! he! he! Tell me
Ernest, how do you like my picture

“ He! he! he!” cchoed Ernest. < It
is eapitally drawn, my charmer; and if
you can laugh@t it so heartily, why,

(}——n me, my love, so can I.”
b b

At this peri;)d of the #étc-d-téte, Ge.
naral Zintzcherdizoff was announced,
and *almost immediately followed the
servant sinto the apartment, trembling
from head to foot, like &leaf shaken in
the wind, and perspiring from top to

~
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toe, with scarcely the ability left himn
to utter a single syllable.

* The duke and duchess were not a
little alarmed at the agitated appearance
of the general, who was not wont to be
discomposed by trifles; and Ernest, in-
deed, was so paralyzed with terror, as to
be utterly unable to ask the m'euning of
the phenomenon. The duchess, how-
ever, who possessed a greater. share of
fortitude and presence of mind, in a few
moments recovered hegelt sufliciently
to exclaiin, ¢ What, in God’s name, has
happened, general ?*

“ Oh madam! madam!” stamniered
the general, * the streets of the town
are in a complete uproar; the W hisker-
andoes have effended the inlfabitants,
and I left the latter pelting the former,
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and the former threatening to fire upon
the latter ; but T begged them to sus-
pend their fury, till I should get your
highness to  put yourself at the head of
_your guard,” aml hasten to the spot, to
]uell the symploms oferiot, which look
S0 alarming !”

“ Me, me, me!” exclaimed Duke
Ernest. ¢ Me put myselt! —Where? 1
am in a bad state of health, and you
muyst excuse me, general. You had
better dress yqurself ih my uniform,
and you will very well pass for me, in
the hurry, danger, and contusion of the
moment.”

"‘.Cowardly fellow I”* cried the du-
chess. ¢ Up quickly, it you would de-
serve the name of soldies, and shake off
this disgraceful fit of, apprehension.”
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At this moment a loud shouting was
heard in the streets; followed speedily
by a firc of musketry, on which, the ge-
neral, forgetful for a moment of the dig-
nity of the person to whom hic addressed
‘himself, vociferated, ¢ Wﬁat, Sir! will
your highness sit hel;e, and loiter, while
the peoplc are being sacrificed

“ Better they than me,” cried Ernest.
almost unintelligibly. ¢ Bettel a few be
slain, than for me to venture swhile the
danger is so great.”

He had scarcely spoke these words.
"before the duchess left her apartment in
a violent paroxysm of anger, while(ie-
neral Zintzcherdizoff in vain endeavoyred
to instil soinething like courage jnto the
bosom of the duke, who still sat trem-
bling and shaking, in his seat. Some
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.

persons there may be who would call
this cautious behaviour by the name of
cowardice, but they leave out of their
- estimation the quality of the duke. It,
mwht have béen cowardice in a pecasant,
whose life is of no value to society—of
none beyond tiic httlc, circle round his
cottage fire, and comeq uently, whohas no
motive of & more exalted nature to regu-
late his love of seli-security. But in the
conduct of’ the duke, the necessary cau-
tion, which he displayed, was to be at--
tributed solely to a proper® consideration
for the feelings and interests of all about
him; he knew full well the immense
conscquence of *his own existence, “the
untimely rupture of which would have
operated to the overthrow of the whole
system of, the*domestic government, It
was therefore a duty incpmbent upon
him to take care of that which was of
such yniversal value. There was no
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cowardice in his disposition ; and who-
ever asserts that there was, is guilty of
the unpardonable sin of treason against

Wkile the general was thus engaged
in trying to induce the duke to forget
the consideration due to his own safet:v,
which by the way, was performing a most '
disloyal part, on a sudden, the door of
the apartment flew open, and the duchess
hersclf, arrayed in a military unifrrm,
stood before the astonished pair. < I,”
said she, in a voice of indignant reso-
lution, as she eyed the duke, 1 have
none of these toolish apprehensions.
Since your highness trembles to appear
at the head of the regiment, to restore
the peace of the town, 1" am, ready to
occupy the post of honour and danger
in your stead ; for I have long ceased to
tremble_at the idea of death,”
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Many persons in the situation of the
duke, would have felt a sensation of
pride ands mortification, at this rebuke
“from a wife; but his highness was above
all such feelings.  His eyes sparkled
with dvhuht on perceiviug that a sub-
stitute had so I‘Cd(]lh stepped forward
to undertake the oﬂ‘lw, who, if she did
not do much towards saving his fair fame
“from the slur of scaudal, would, at
lcast, preserve his delicate and illustrious
persqn from the peril which would await
it in an endeavour to appedse a tumultu-
ous populace, stimulated by a thust o
revenge insults daily offered them, and
a licentious soldiery, flushed with tri-
umphs and aninated by an unlawful and
insatiable desire of plunder, devastation,
and oppresysion’.

“ My dear duchess,”, exclaimed Er-
nest, ir* a voice of more firmness than
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he had assumed sincec General Zintz-
cherdizoff had wade his appearance—

You really are a prodigy ; ~and I re-
ally am at a loss which most to admire,
the charims, naivéte, or courage of your
character. Ziutzcherdizoff, assist me
to do homage to, her ex:lted mcrits.
Zouuds, let my mother say ¢’en w hit
she will, 1 would not be without such a
wite, no not to be a sovereign of all the
land between the zones.” ‘

¢

General Zintzcherdizoff, thus called
upon, was comipelled to say something.
Nevertheless he was much puzzled what
to say ; for," being‘ a consummatc cour-
tier, and a wily politician, he would, not
for worlds utrer a single syllable ewhich
could be interpreted into dis~espect for
the duke, or, which could by possibi-
lity, be perverted into disparagement of
his coyrage. He therefore, being in
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much perplexity for a iew mowments,
stood and stroked his immense whiskers
.with much grace and consideration, and
after the performance of this céremony,
which gave him time to collect his scat-
tered thoughts, he half* uniutelligibly
stammered forth—*¢ «Your highness is
* doubly blest; and her highness is also
blessed : your highness in having a spouse
who is thug instigated by all-powerful
affcction to risk her life in the defence
of your honour and security; and her
highness, in the possission of a consort
who is actuated by a proper desire to
preserve himself for the benefit and de-

light of mankind.”

As the general uttered this harangue,
which had cost him no small pains and
exertion in the utterance *he made a
most profound bow, from which he had
but half‘raised himself to his pespendi-
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cular, beforc hLis ears were saluted by a
reply from the duchess heiself, who, in
no very soft, nor gentle tones, exclaim-
ed—* *Tis all false, general; I am not
blessed in a husband ; for 1 have picked
up one who lias no more courage in his
composition than. my cockatoo, which
flies from a fillip of my finger with as.
much expedition as an untamed lark
from the vain fire of a clumsy sports-
man. Don’t tell me of his care, and his
caution, and all the rest of his thiugmﬁ-
bobs. I don’t understand much of the
language of the Fever-isle, but I think
I .have heard something which comes
nearer my ‘ideas of his conduct, and I
thiuk it is like cow —cow—cow.* .

“ Your highness is right a the term,
but wrong $v the application of it,” re-
turned the general. < Applied to mean
individuals, the word you allude to is



AND FIPTEEN. ' 139

ot & very opprobrious nature, but when
attached to an illustrious character, it is
instantly changed into one of the finest
compliments in the language.”  Your
highnass will pardon me for presuming
to correct you.”

* ¢« Oh, certainly, General,” answered
the duchess— for if it be a compli-
ment, I cerfainly have very much mis-
understood the word ; and since it is so,
I will*no longer persist in applying it to
my duke, since he must be most noto-
riously undeserving of it.  Would any
man of spirit—would any other man
than this duke of mine, sufier his wife,
whom fie has sworn to defend and pro-
tect, to'reverse the decrec of nature and
religion, aiAl to put on the habit of a
man, to give to him that vary protection
she must naturally expect to derive
from bim? Don’t talk to me abeut his
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mesit. 1 say, if he had not spirit to
ward off danger from his wife, and to
shew himself a man, he had no business
to marry me.”

During this most interesting colloquy,
Duke Ernest had sat hugging himself in
his elbow chair, in a corner, of the room,
without feeling the least discomposure,
or any wish at all to interfere in the
conversation, not a tittle of which had
produced the effect of changing, “in any
degree, his resolution as to how he
should act. He inwardly vowed, that
let the duchess scold and rate as much
as she would, be would not move out
to face the enemy; at the same time he
wished not to irritate his spouse; and
he considered this a prop¢r period to
say a word'er two, not by way of justi-
fication, or palliation of his apparent
pusillanimity, for he consideredthat it
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needed none, but to soothe and conci-
liate her highness, lest, in the carly sfage
of his marrjage character, she- might be
compelled to withdraw from him some
part of her affection. He accordingly
hummed very audibly threc or four
times, and then rising from his chair,
advanced towards the indignunt partner
of his bed, "and taking her band, ad-
dressed her—< My love, my life, my
better half,’” said he—* your accom-
plishments come upon me with such
force, ‘that T am utterly unable to stand
beforec them. By the Lord, and that is
an oath of much weight and solemnity
in ‘ny country, [ will take you to the
Fever-isle, the moment I hear from Nar-
cissus, and compel my obstinate old
mother to receive you with open arms,
and I am certain she must admire and
love you above all creatures in the

world.”
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The duchess answered not a word,
bilt“(-ast a look of sovereign contempt
upon her spouse, and extricating her
hand with a sudden jerk, which hurled
his highness half way across the room,
she turned to, General Zintzeherdizofy,
and bidding him lead the way, and
provide her with ‘a horse, she with&ut
further hesitation, foilowed him into the
street, without deigmng another glaneé
at her spouse, wkho stood, tifunderstruck
on the very spot whither his wife uad
sent him, without uttering a word,

*“ The Lord have gercy upon me!”
exclaimed the duke te himself, as soon
as he was fairly rid of his wite and the
gencral, and had locked himself in the
apurtiment — ** The Lord have ercy
upon me, \\"hat a termnguut(l have got
hold of!' My mother, after all, scems
to have been a little in the right, when
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she was so inveterate%nst this catch
of mine. A few months ago, afd I
could act aud speak as I pleased ; there
was no person who dared to call me
cow—cow— cow—curse the word: it
looks*ugly it wntten upon paper; but
as somehody says in the play, ¢ What's
heanour?  Will it heal a wouud ¥ &ec.
"&c. No, ne, atter ali, I am of opinion
that safety, solid sceurity, s iufinitely
better than danger and dexth. The Lord
preserve e from both: [ wus once
very ucar being brosght jto my end,
when my valet and l—away with the
thought, it puts me quite out of hu-
mour.”

Taus did Duke Ernest soliloquize
while the ducbess und the general sped
their way fo the square where tre people
and the soldiery were looking at cach
other with looks of unsurpassed imuug-
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nity. They found that the fire which
had #larmed them was merely a discharge
of pcwder, over the heads of the insur-
gent populace to intimidate them from:
taking recoyrse to acts‘' of violence,
which they had been contiyually tmena-
cing, and which must have led to the
most fatal and exténsive consequences.

The duchess rode most gallantly at
the head of the town guard, and sup-
ported by General Zintzcherdizoft' and
many other officers, to the scene of the
tumult, and with her sword in her hand,
commanded the populace to fall back, and
instantly a(fyz\ncing bgtwixt them and
the Whiskerandoes, waved her hynd to
procure silence, and addressed hetself
to the multitude with such co‘urag.;e and
energy of expression, that in'a quarter
of an hour flx: whole groupe gave her
three hearty ch.ers and disperseq.
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“ You have done it nobly, mapdam,”
exclainted the general, taking off his hat,
and bowing in token of admiration of her
gallant condyct.
¢ 1 have acted as it became my rank,”
said the duchess, guiding her horse back
to her residence—*¢ and if the duke had
done as much, I should not have had to
blush for his misconduct. What a foel
‘was I to unite myself with such a —”

¢ Careful and illustrious consort,”
interrupted the general, and before the
duchess replied, they had arrived at their
destination, -

The duke was still locked in his apart-
ment, indulging himself in reveries most
pleasing to his fancy, when the duchess
assailed the door and his ears at the same
time, with repeated blows and aa excla-

‘voL. 1. »
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matiotof — Come, come, my gallant
spouse, you may venture to shew your
gracious phiz now without any appre-
hension of conscquences. .I have dis-
persed the danger, and have retusned,
without scar, or wound, or terror, to
congratulate you on the glorious issug
of your gallantry by substitute!"

* Your raillery is equa 1 tp yourspi-
rit, my dear duchess,” said the duke,
as he unlockgd the door of the apart-
ment—“ 1 am very ready to surrender
the palm to®*vou, for you richly deserve
it; but come, love, be serious, and let
me hear from you the partlculars.

“ You may learn them from " your
general,” retorted the duchesd, haugh-
tily — « while-I disarm myself; and
when you le:rn to shew a little of that
gallantry which is necessary to up.u}!d a
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’

man, you may hope to gainsome‘portion
of that esteem, which your present ud.
worthy pusillanimity and carelessness of:
my safety, have banished from my bo-
som.””

* So saying, she hastily brushed by her
spouse, and passed out at the opposite
door of the apartment, leaving him to
gather consolation for the contempt from
the pily and courtier-like tongue of the
prudent and politic Zintzéherdizoff.
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CHAP. VIIL »

Some little insight into the clzu;'acter of Lady Char-
lotte Cumbray—The sentiments of the Fever-
.islanders 1especting her—A tribute ¢ the virtues
of Nurcissus—dJuarrings and discords— Pettish-
ness of uge, and independence of youth—A letter
and a journey.
;‘-'—-—.—-—-—

Tnr Duchess of Whelps had no sooner
got rid of Narcissus, than she wrote the
epistie introductory, which the latter
sent to Duke Ernest, and having finished
this task to her own satisfaction, sne
dispatched a servant in search of Lady
Charlotte, whom she resolved”to chas-
tise without defay, for the rude disre-
spect with which she had hehaved during

the visit or her father.
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Lady Charlotte had tripned into the
foresty upon her usual morning’$ ramble,
and hal made her way to the cottage of
a poor, though iudustrious peasans,
whow  mistortune had  pressed down

" with its Leavy l.mnd ; @nd who had, for
some weeks, been a pensioner on ber
'bounty, without which himself and his
family- would, in all probability, have
perished from want,

[

% Well, Richard,” said her ladyship,
as she tripped gaily into®the cottage, for
she had completely forgotten, by this
time, all the rebukes of her grandmother
and her father.e ¢ Well,s Richard, and
how is your wife this morning? 1 hope
Dr.. Feverden sent the medicine to her
yesterday, a8 I ordered him ; and I hope
your youungest girl is gegtmg the better
of her illness.”
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* May heaven eternally bleés your
ladyship’s charitable heart and ;nand,”
said the grateful peasant, almosi suffo-
cated by the excess of his feelings;
“ but for your kind interference, my
Mary had by this time been snatched
from me, and perhapg fny child; and I
myself been doomed to wander and ask
my bread, perhaps of the hard-hearted
and the proud. Your goodness, engelic
lady, has snaiched me from the fear of
this degradation, and we all live to pray
for blessings on ‘your head.”

When Lady Charlotte discovered this
family, the poor man had been thrown
from a horse, and had his leg broken ;
he was lying at an ale-house,i by, the
side of the forest: some ‘person had
communicated his situation to her lady-
ship, and her susceptible breast imme-
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diately caught the glow of benevolence,
and stimulated her to go in person and
ascertain the truth of the narrative. She
found his state even more pitiable thap
description’ had painted it. There was
a cottage uninhabited, in the wood;
thither she caused him to be moved, ot-
*dered a skilful suré'eon to set the frac.
tured -hitub, sent to the neighbouring
town for his wife and family to nurse
him, an8l gave them ample means .of
support. In a few nights, the poor
woman, through excessive fatigue, was
taken in premature labour, and must
have died but for an uncommon ex-
ertion of medscal skill;.the infant pe-
risked, the mother, after a seveére strug-
gle, was restored, and the family was
again ip ad improving state of health
and happiness.

_Lady Charlotte never failed to make
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her morning visit to this seat and scene
of her benevolence, to give some token
of her charity to the gratetul redidents.
}’Vas it to be wondered at, that the Fever-
islanders should love this lady? Isit
matter of any astonishment, that they
should have looked forward with all the
eagerness of hope and joy, to the pro-
bable time, when, according to the course
of nature, and the law of the island, the
possession of the manor should devolve
upon her? No:—the poor hailed the pros-
pect as the commencement of a political
millennium, when trouble and penury
should be banished from the estate; and
the ric¢ner tenants anticipated an age of
unlimited enjoyment of glory and pres-
perity : for none would admit the possi-
bility that the hand which was ever open
to the calls of sweet pity, could at any
time be extendet to oppress or en-

slave. .

‘.
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"These anticipations were built upon
the certain conviction that the ijlustrious
Narcidgus could not live for ever.
“ Would it please heaven,” the Fever-
islanders were unanimously wont to say;,
¢ that our Narcissus could be immortal,
we would wish no other lord of the
gnanor ; but as he riust, woe to tell, like
all other, mortals, die, it is matter of
high consolation, that we can look to
the prospect of a successor so well
worthy to sit upon his seat, to perpe-
tute his benignant mgasures, and to
extend the glory of his presidency to
the instruction, the advantage, the won-
der, and the admiration of ages which
are yet unborn !’

Lady Charlotte was engaged in the
heavenly office of dispensing her bene-
volence, when one of #hé pages of the
duchess made his appearance, with a

HS
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message from his mistress, desiring her
ladyship’s immediate presence at the
eastle. The orders of. the servayt were
peremptory, for as soon as he had
delivered his errand, he stood, contrary
to usual form and custom, waiting for
some reply to his méssage, without
being daunted or discomposed by the
astonished looRs of Lady Charlotte.

¢« Well, you have delivered your
message, and you need not wait,” was
the reply which her ladyship gave, dfter
some short pause.

“ Your ladyship will pardon me,”
returned the };age,  but I am ordered
to take your ladyship back: to the castle
with me.” ’

. To take me back, fellow,” retorted
Lady Charlotte, darting a look of min-



ANXD FIFTEEN. 155

gled anger and contempt at the trembling
servant—** Get you gone to your mis-
tress, apd tell her I shall come “when I
. have finished my walk.” And saying
this, her ladyship turning away fronr
.the (page, and addressing herself to
Richard, asked kim *“ if he would pro-
tect her from the persecution of a me«

nial »’

“ Protgct your ladyship,” exclaimed
Richard, who was sufficiently recovered
to stride vigorously towards the doores
« Ay, will I, and to the very last drop
of my blood too; and ill luck follow the
Fever-islander who would not be proud
to lay down his life for you.” '

The page, who  hat still remained
lurking about her ladyship even after she
had given him the rebuKe, no sooner
heard the menace, and saw the looks and
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attitude of the peasant, who had seized
his crutch, -and was most terrifically
brandishing it above his heady than,
without waiting for more words, he
suddenly turned on his heel, and made
a rapid movement towards the castle,

€
.

- ¢ The scoundrel,””+said Richard, as he

saw the dependant trudging homewards
precipitately, * had he stayed squinting
round your ladyship three, minutes
more, I would have tried the strength
of my wooden horse across Liis periera-
nium ; and, for fear the sneaking rascai
should again offer to shew your lady-
ship any molestation, 1 will see your
ladyship all the way to the castle, if it is
your pleasure to go fliat way, and if net,
my humble services shall attend your
ladyship wherever you may please to
walk.”
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Lady Charlotte felt restored and
cheered by the grateful peasant’s’alacrity
and zea in her service ; for although she
knew full well that the servant had
acted according to the orders of hid
,mistgess, and that the utmost efforts of
her protector could ndt avail to rescue
her from the anger. of the duchess, and
whatever consequences might ensue
from it, yet she was too gay of heart,
and her djsposition was too lively and
sanguine to allow her to dwell much
upan this as a subject of gloom and
despondency.

1 thank vou, my good friend,” re-
turned Lady Charlotte —* for your kind
offer, and shall certainly avail myself of
it, a5 [ walk to the emsile, for 1 have
no wish 40 endure a repetition of such
an insult to my rank, ,as® that which [
have just been doomed to receive.”
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Richard expressed the pleasure he
felt in being able to prove his fide-
lity to her, and her ladyship mgved to
the castle, followed at a humble dis-
tance by her guardian, whose eyes were
directed to every part of the forest, in.
search of any object which might me-
nace the progress of Lady Charlotte, ang
thus give him the opportunity,of signa-
lizing himself in her defence.

They had just turned an angle of the
forest, which was somewhat more abrapt
than usual, when Richard suddenly
espied the very page who had befere
been .Jurking about, secreting himself
behind a thick oak near which lay ,the
path. Without appearing to notice the
spy, as if<by acciuent, he quickened his
step, and came within a pace ot two of
Lady Charlotte,. and just as they ar-
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rived at the place of the fellow’s con-

cealment, Richard made a spring to the
. . N b4

spot, apd seizing the intruder by the

neck, dragged him forth.

Fipding himself in the severe gripe of
his enemy, the menial dropped upon his
knees before Lady Charlotte, and in-
treated that he might be alowed to
escape unpunished, declaring that he
had only, acted by command of the
duchess, to whom he did not dare to
return  without accompiishing the ob-
ject of his errand, and taﬁing back with
him her ladyship into the presence of
his mistress., He vowed, howevgr, if
her ladyship would order him to be dis-
charged, that, at all risks and ha-
zards, he would mak=. the best of his
way to tae castle alone, and would de-
liver to the duchess any .nessage what-
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ever with which her ladyship m’lght'
chuse to entrust him.

Lady Charlotte felt that to punmh the.
servant for obeying the wrders of his
mistress, would be most iwcpolitic as
well as most unjust ; she therefore desired
Richard merely to detain him uuntil she
had reached the castle, withgut offering
him any violence; and as soon as he
was assured that she had sate]y reached
her destination, to give the creature,
liberty, and leave him to shift for himself
as well as he couid.

Richard complied, and Lady Char-
lotte, after receiving the servant’s thanks
for dealing so leniently with hiw, und
his repeated ass@ances of future attach-
ment to her person and devotedness to
her interests® sat forward towards the
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castle, where, after a walk of about
five minutes, she safely arrived, and
was proceeding straight to her apart-
‘ment, when, In crossing one of the gal-
leries, she was met by the duchess her-
self.

* So! sot madam!’’ returned the
duchess,” the mowment she saw Lady
‘Charlotte, ¢ you have returned to the:
castle at ladt! I'ray come with me to
my cl.mmher, for 1 want to have a little
conversation with you ome the strange-
ness of your behaviour, alikediscreditable

to yoursclf and me.”

Saying this, without allowing Lady
Charlatte a moment’s time for reply, the
duchess lajd héld of her hy the arm, and
led her thmugh the whole syite of apart-
ments which intervengd betwixt the
gallerv and ber own, while her ladyship,
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without offering the ieast resistance to
the violence, secretly revolved in her
mind in what manver it would be most
becoming to reply to the mterrogatones
which she anficipated.

Lady Charlotte, first of all, weighed the
situation gad rank of the duchess, which
placed her so high, according to the
statutes and forms of the island, as to
render it dangerous for any individual to
offer her grace any direct insult, At
the same tinie, thought her ladyship,
that the law protects her from receiving
injury, ought it not to prevent her from
offering it; and if she does offer it, is not
such anact a vnrtnal;ustnﬁcauon oi reta-
liatory. measures ! ? Reason answered the
question in the affirmative ; ,and added
that laws were only to be observed so long
as they were in unison with reason and
with equity. Besides herladyship called
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to mind her own rank and dignity in the
island, which were very conspicuous,
and were fenced round with most pecu-
liarAenactments, to prevent them from
being attacked with impunity. Pride
here came to her ladysbip’s assistance,
and brought forward such powerful ar-
. gulhents to prove that she ought to keep
up a charatter of independent dignity,
and not tamely to submit to sult, that
by the tim& she had reached the apart-
x‘hentg of the duchess, Lady Charlotte
had made up ber mind not*to brook any
officious interfcrence with her conduct,
not even from her grace herself.

“ Now, madam," demanded the du-
hess,.m a most haughty and imperious
tone of voige, * inform me how you can
justify your disrespecttul treatment of
your futher and me, dur.it'fg his late vis'it;
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and do not think that Ishall pass lightly
over the affair.”

And here the dnchess had recourse tG
her snuff-box, to which she applied with
such violeuce, as to raise a cloud about
her, of such strength of odoriferous tra-
grance, that it was some minutes before
Lady Charlotte could cease sneezing,
and make an answer :— '

-¢ Madam,” said her ladyship, as soon
as she was adittle composed, and sum-
moning all her native dignity to her aid,
“ ]| am disposed to pay respect both to
your grace and my father, so longas I
find I am respected by both; butevhen
you cease to treat me with a pro er de-
gree of ‘decorum, it is then that I feel
myself absolved from the duty of pay-
ing deference, ‘which is no longer war-
ranted.” '
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¢ Mercy on me, Miss Pcrt!”; cried
the duchess, * is this your language to
me ? Well, then, since you are pot to be
won to good Behaviour by any kindness
which. can shew you, l.tcll you [ have
your father’s authdrity to use measures
of @ severer gspect.”
e ¢« Ag to kindness, madam,” returned
Lady Charlotte, ** you have not cndea-
woured to win me by any such means;
and if* my father has so far,forgotten his
own dignity and mine, as to menace
severer measures, I am dectermined to
resist them.” |

““You are, wadam prateapace, are
you  vociterased the diiefess’; ““you are
determined to resist them, eh? And this
is the kind of language yeu fhink proper
to hold with me—with me, the Duchess
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of Whelps! Very well, madam, then
we'll see—yes, yes, we'll see which will
avail most{, my menace or your’s. I'll
lock you up, you ungracious hussey,
I'll lock you up—I will--I will.”-

“ Madam,” returned Lady Charlotte,
*“you shall use force to lock me up;
and if you do use force, I will do all T
can to rouse the Fever-islanders to come
to my rescue; for perhaps your grace
has forgotten, in the midst of your naste
and anger, whom I am.”

“-You, you, you!” responded the
duchess. “ You are a saucy little bag-
gage, that is what you are; and as for
the Fevcr-isianaers, if they dare to come
sad shew any of their airs about my
castle, it will be bad enough for some
of them, I'll warrant: so now, miss, if
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you wish to avert my anger, get down
upon your knees this very moment, and
eg;press’ your contrition for the past.”

« I am little accustomed to express
that which [ do ot feed,” said Lady
Charlotte, in a resolute tone; * and be
assured, mmlam, if your grace is so ready
to forget ' iy dlgmtv, I shall not lose
sight ot it, nor degrade it, by humbling
myself before any person.  And now,
if youg grace has done with me, allow
me to request permission to’retire to my
chamber as soon as may be.”

¢« Your assurance is 'mtolarablé:,”
cricdsthe dachess; ¢ but I'll find means
to lessen it, and to redusreysu fo obe-
dience.. Gzt along to your chamber;
and mind me, miss, see you do not leave
it again until I send for you. However
I'shall sét a person to watch over you,
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‘while T go in search of your father; and
let me tell you, miss, that when I re-
turn, vou may perhaps not find my an-
ger quite so light and sq contcmptible
as you seem to inagine it now. I'll
find a way to bring you down, I'll war-
rant !” .

Lady Charlotte stopped to hear the
conclusion of the sentence, and then
turning round to the duchess, without
uttering a word in reply, dropned a
most tormal curtesy, and immediately
made the best of her way to her part-
ment, determined, without del.y, to ad-
dress a letter to her father; which, al-
though it might produge no kind of
alleviatjon ot hes.situation, would be in-
terestiug and important, inasmuch that
it.would shew to him that she consider-
ed herselt under the protection of the
laws and usages of the manor, and that
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she kuew herown dignity and import-
ance in the estate, and was determined
not silently to allow them to be infring-
“ed, nor to endure amy thing which she:
.considered an inbécoming insult, with-
out miaking a formal pratest against it.

She accordingly sat herself down to
her writing-table, and without much he-
“sitation, peuned the following letter to
Narcissus.*

“ Dear father.—If you tommissioned
“ my grandmother to endeavour to use
“ austerc measures with me to make me
“ humble, and te call her aasterity kind-
“ ngss; if yqu gave her authority to
“ swaiwe all respect for inv.cbaragter and
¢ rank, and to treat me as unceremoni-
“ ously as she would one of her waiting
“ women ; if you hawe desired her to
“ deprive me, first of my spirit, and then

*VOL, I. °
p I 3
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.of my liberty, you have taken a wro.ng

metho either to make me love you,
or to respect her, 1 have feelings
which require to be consulted and ac-
commodated as well as she has, and
you have ; and 1 am sure you would
consider me a disgrace to your family
and your name, if you supposed me
so mean as to submit to such arbi-
trary conduct without resistance.
This, be assured, [ shall not do.
Whatever harsh steps are taken with
me, they must be carried into execu-
tion by force; . and as faras 1 have the
power, the tenants of the manor shall
be racquaintéd with all your proceed-
ings, and ‘they shall judge between us,

* and I rely confidently on the result.

““ CHARLOTTE,”

By one of hier own pages she dispatch-
ed this letter to Richard, with iastruc-
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tions to him to get it forwarded to her
father immediately, and hafing done
this, she felt a degree of satisfaction to
which she had before been a stranger,.
. and_Jlooked forward to all the possible
consequences af the anger of her father
and her grandmother, with a composure
which was not to be surpassed.

In the mean time, the duchess, pro-
voked almost to madness by the obsti-
nate contradiction of Lady Charlotte,
vented her spleen and 511 nature upoa
all her attendants. Waiting women,
pages, and footmen alternately felt the.
effects of her ill-humour, which fell inw:
discriminately upon-all. ¢ Am I,” said
she Yo hepsglf—* I wl.o=traye lived till
these years in high rank and onsiSera~
tion to be now treateg it this way by
a young chit who *is nnt arrived at
years of dlscretlon? No; noy I'll téke»

19
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pretty decxslve measures to punish the
saucy hussey, and to prevent any such
treatment in future, or bye and bye, I
shall lose ail my dignity. and conse:
quence, and be accounted of no more
note or weight in the inanor, than an
old woman who sells her apples at the
corners of streets.”

Thus did the duchess talk tq herself;
thus did she fume and fret, for upwards
of an hour after Lady Charlotte had left
her ; and, having worked herself up toa
pitch of indignation and fury which
mocked all kind of controul she order-
ed her prmclpal female atfendant to pre-
pare ‘herself to accompany’her, and ai-
rected a Carriagé fo be got ready with
all egpediBon to convey them to the
residence of Narcissus; for the duchess
mwardly made a vow not to lie down
irt her bed“until she had concerted with
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her son some mode of reducing the
termagant spirit of his daughter, and
teaching her to behave herself to hei
betters with that decorum and respect
of Which she” seemed at present practi-
cally to know so very little,
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CHAP. VIII.

Narycissus in the dumps—Something aboyt gonsci-

\ ence, which may or may not be relevant—An
hypothesis—Visit of the duchess, gnd its result—
A tour projected—A bit of a secret, and a due
proportion of caution.

2
—

" WaeN the Duchess of Whelps ar-
rived at'the manpr house, Narcissus was
very fortunately alone; and perhaps,
what was equally fortunate, his highness
was not in the best temper iinaginable,
He hed just been reviewing some [ittle of
‘’his past conduct, ard this shews that the
greatest of men, notwithstanding they
are in general so entirely surrounded by
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all the pleasures and gaieties of life, have
their moments of reflection, when con-
science wakes and goads them for the
follies or vices of which they have been
guijty. Although the illustrious ones of
the earth are sohigh and'so puffed upwith
' consequence, that we are told even a cat
must nof mew at them; yet that little
sharp monitor which heaven has ime
planted in every human breast, pays very
little courtesy at the shrine of greatness,
but will and does just ag soon prick the
mightiest as the meanest of the crea-
tures of Providence.

, What mi he have been the exact tenes
of the thoughts of Narcissus at thiy mo-.
ment we pretend fot T8”assert.~The,:
autBor dnly presumes to state the ex«i
ternal words and actions of those of
whom he writes; 'his cognizance ex-
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tends not to the heart. Perhaps Nar-
_cissus had been pondering upon his
treatment of his innocent wife, of her
whom he had beguiled from a foreign
shore, aud brought into a land of stran-
gers, and then, in' violation of his voyr
aud his. duty, had descrted her, and
doomed her to as much of lgnommy as
he could heap upon her. Perhaps he
was calling to mind political promises
which he had with as little conscien-
diousaess broken ; and of the mischiefs
which he had brought upon the Fever.
isle, by continuing about his person ad-
visers,. who were in general obnoxious
to the tenants, because they had been
detected in the commissién of mal-
practices whith~had a tendency to' in-
jure. the character and lessen thte value
pf the estate,“and, whom the deputies
* of the manor had oifce pronounced to be
very unworthy of the confidence which
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Narcissus reposed in them. Perhaps—
but we will go to more certain matter.

No sooner had the duchess entered
the room than she threw herself down
upon a sofa, and taking out her snuff-
hox, began mbst plentifully to regele
Jer nose, ,not omitting to bespatter her
costly garments with a due portion of
the pulverized essence, and this to Nar-
cissus was as plain an indication of
something wrong, as if he had heard her
oraily declare that it was so; he accord-
ingly stroked his faceout intd a more than
ordinary length, sighed very deeply and
then gradually approached the duchess,
and when he had advanced within half
a pace of the sofa, according to due
form of fital politeness, he? offered to
take her hand. *

The duchess, however, snatched gway
W15 i
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her hand the moment it came in contact
with that of Narcissus, and very em-
phatically exclaimed—¢ What with my
son Ernest, and your daughter, Narcis-
sus, I am almost plagued. out of my
reason ; and if you do not take your
young hussey in hand, I am determined,
once for all, to glve her up out of my,
tuition and custody.”

¢ What in the name of heayen has
happened now,my dear madam?’’ asked
Narcissus, in a, tone of apparent con-
cern and wonder.

* Wiat has happened? Why enough
has happened to turn my poor old
brain,” responded the duchess, and, then
she began to felate all the circumstances
with¢ which the reader is alreddy “ac-
quainted, relafive <o the behaviour of
Lady Charlotte Cambray, coleuring the
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whole-according to her tastg, and infer-
larding the narrative with a great deal
of new matter with which it 8§ not ne-
cessary that the reader should be ac-
quainted, and winding up’ the whole
with, a most violent philippic against
saucy and disobeditnt children and
’ randchlldren, and an assertion that she
had not suﬁ‘ered so much in the rearing
of all hér own lawfully begotten sons
and daughters (and by the way they
had been a little difficult to manage) as
she had by this one plaguey girl of
Narcissus.

Narcissus listened to the whole very
patiently, and then modéstly enquired of
k{s mother “yhat she wished him to do,
The duchaess, in brief,=i9ldw him that
nothingecould tame a shrew but casti-
gation, confinement, ,and=fasting; and,
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as his daughter certainly had all the
qualifications of one of these ladies, he
must either sanction such modes of
treatment, or take her home and manage
her as he would.

This was what Narcissus could not, by
any means, consent to; seeing, amongst
‘gther objections, that there might be
many ladies admitted to high rule and
consequence in the manor-house, whose
examples and characters did not pecu-
liarly suit for the imitation of a young
lady of high rank and expectations such
as Lady Charlotte ; he therefore, without
hesitation, gave his mother full power
and authority, under his 0wn hand, (for
she would not be satisfied with his bate
word,) to ksetUercive measugcs, to bring
this cuunianageable daughter to a due
sense of the respect she owed to those
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who had been entrusted with the care of
her,

When the dichess had gained this
point, she*vas a great deal more com-
. poséd, and consented to stay and dine
with Narcissus, which was always a
*token that she was well pleased; and-
after she had taken her meal, she ordered”
her carriage, and drove homewards, not
a little glated with the success of her
mission, and vowing that Miss Pert
sheuld soon feel the poyer with which
she was vested, and which should be
applied with such judicious rigour, as
very quickly to produce_ the most bene-

ficial results. *

In the mean tifle, Narcissus, who
beg#n t8 tire of the sameness of the gay
scene around, and had fof some weeks
wighed to get a little out of the troubles
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and plagues which seemed to multiply
about him, in the heat of the moment,
while the'wine gave to him a fictitious
gaiety, planned and determined upon a
journey through the island,“to take a
little sporting diversion, and to haspour
soine of the principal of ks tenantry with
his preseuce at their dwellings, to par-~'
“take of their hospitality.

There was one tenant in particular,
called Hartshorn, who was more than
any of the others a favourite with Nar-
cissus; and that perhaps more on ac-
‘count of a comely wife which he pos-
sessed, than of any qualifications to
command esteem, which belonged to
himself. This spouse af Hartshotn
had, by somé& Means, coutrived to make
great progress in the favour of Narcissus,
in so much titt she had an influence in
"his ansion, and in"the island in general,
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which no one else could boast; but as
to what she yielded to Narcissus.in re-
turn for all this favour and. influence,

- narrators differ very widely, both in as-
sertion and Ypinion. .

It is not nectssary here and now to
gq into all the merits of this matter,
seeing that the cornection, good or bad,
. commenced long before the period of
this histosy, and consequently cannot
correctly come within the author’s
cogrizance ; it is sufficient for his pur-
pose to state the fact of the acquaintance,
and to say, that it led to a resolution
mow to visit the residence, of this Plarts-
horn in the country, with the avowed
deéign of rusticating, for a short time,
and sojourning away" from thé“toils and
follie§ of* high life.

Mahony, who was always delighted
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at the idea of a country ramble, seconded
the proposal of Narcissus with such
ardour, and descanted so feelingly upon
thc propriety of recreation after toil,
and the necessity of indulging im a little
change of this description, to keep the
faculties of the mind n good tune and
order, that Narcissus felt his rising-de-
sire for the journey rapidly grow into a
determination to carry it into immediate
execution, while the summer shed its
beauties around the landscapes of the
Fever-isle.

‘“ And when,” asked Mahony, ¢ is it
the pleasure of your highness that pre-
paration should be made for your jour
ney ?” "And Mahony looked most anki-
ously in *the “face' of »his¢ master, to
cateh something like a glimnierihg of
the nature of thewreply which was to
foltow. '
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Narcissus relapsed into a dcep study
for some minutes, during whith hope,
.doubt and fear alternately predominated
in the bosom of his confident, who hated
sto s¢¢ Narcissus scrious for a single
moment, lest wisdom should by any ac-
¢ident pop intoghis brain : and he knew
full well, that the moment she found a
residencé there, he inust needs surrcuder
the influence he had acquired. .

A length hLis master, raising his eyes
from the ground, on which they had in.
voluntarily fallen, looked full in the face
of Mahouy, and after a short pause, re~
plied, ¢ Why,' my boy, we will start
next week, as I would fain hope that I
shall’ have a little moze leiswremnow than
I have had for some time past. Oh,
Mac,” (for thus did Narcisgus familiarly
call his confident whén he was in geod
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humour,) *“ I have had much toil and
trouble hately—great trials of my intel-
lectual strength ; and if I had not been.
‘endowed with a geod portion—’ '

Mahony knew*perfeotly well when to
throw-in a word with ‘pﬂ‘ect and this
was one of the opportumtles which
Narcissus most kindly threw in his way,
in order that he might make a suitable
response. He made a brief pause after
the word ¢ portion,” and shook. his
head very empﬁatically, while Mahony,
without any hesitation or difficulty,
gracefully threw in his complimentary
fire,

“ Yes,. Sir,” interrupted Mahony,
¢ if you had not been blessed with a
superabundamt portion of intellectual
strength, egad; I don’t know what
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would have become of the Feve-isle,
not I. I fancy we must all lidve gone
down in the general °wreck of matter,’

as Cato says.”

Narcissus looked very condescendingly
at‘!ﬁs ﬂattex.-er, and smiled most tour-
" teously, asif tosay,,* You are ashrewd,
€lever, and most useful follower!”” And
Mahony understood the language of the
lnok, and in a courtier-like manner,

made @ bow of gratitude in reply.

¢ Mahony,” said Narcissus—* I say,
Mahony ; come, come nearer; I'l} let
you jntoa bit of a secret; but you must
be v‘ery close; wery close indeed, Mac ;
silent as—as-+-as—what? Why silent
as a dumb waiter! D—-n me, you
must not whisper it to ygurseif in bed.”

w»

Then did Mahony make a miost pro-
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found bow, even to the very ground,
and, laying his hand ‘upon his left breast,
~and lifting his eyes most devoutly to the
ceiling of the room (the “substitute for
heaven) he swore by all that w-s holy
and honourable, that* whatever his gra-
cious master entrusted %o his keepirg,
should be kept as close concealed fromn
the knowledge of all the world, as
tongue could keepit.

Narcissus ypon this drew -Mahony
very close to him, and, in a half-whisper,
asked, if he knew the reason why the
Duchess of Whelps was so very much
enraged against his brother Ernest, and
his new duchess, and uhy she retused
to reccive them ? "

Where;xpon Mahony shook his head
very eloquently, and lest the shaking
should 1ot be understood, added the
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simple monosyllable ¢ no !”” ¢ Why then
I'll tell you,” replitd Narcissuse— but
as you hope for salvation here and here-
‘after, be mum. You stupid.dog, why
fy brsher Cantab was to have had her,
to bc sure. My mothet had made up
tlm match with such pains and labour,
for’ you know Cantab is her favourite,
and she could not bear Ernest, aud she
had written, to all her rclations on the
subject, and it was considered as a done |,
thing, till the young duchess clapped
her eyes upon Ernest, aud then, what-
cver he said to her nobody can tell, but
somehow or other, the bargain, from,that
very moment, wis completely off. And
do you know, Mac, what followed upon
this "}

Mahony, of course, ,ansvfered in the
negative, and Narcissud resumed--* Why
the duchess wrote a long letter to the
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young duchess, and told her what a set

of compunions Ernes\ bad, wenches and

wild chaps, and advised her, as she vas
“lued her own peace of mind and happi-
ness, not to have any thing togay tq
him ; and she threw.out a hint or two
also about her fickleness in first chusing
to have Cantab, and then chahgmg to
Erncst; and told her this was what was,
usually called coquetry, or something
like’it, and God forgive her *1 she judg-

ed harshly, but she never tiought, well
of those who were guilty of it; and as
for her marrying Eriest, if she was bent

upon, such a wild-goose scheme, she

thought it nothing mote than right to

tell her that she never wquld consent to

any such-thing ; and if tisis marriague did

take place, she wouid never cowutenance

it, nor recefve them at her mansion,

thcy might depend on it.”



AND FIFTEEN. | {9y

At this part of the recital, Mahony
held up his hands with much appear.
ance of wonder, amf exclaimed—=¢ Then
the duchess would have beeg ‘willing
that Duke Cantab should have had the
lddy, provided there had been no altera-
tio'n in her opinion’ of him.”

. .

¢ Exactly so,” returncd Na-cissus—
* and so-cly has it galled the old lady
that her inserdiction produced so little
edect; and a devil of an outery L s she
made @bout it, writing letéers to all the
world, and finding terrible fault both
with Frnest and thé duachess. For me,
although she has tried hard o bring’ me
into 4he quarrel, I have hitherto contriv-
ed to keep myself pretty clear ; for 1 see
no necessity for kicking up such' a dust
about it. If they like each other, wliy
i God’s name should they be sepa.
rated "’ - *
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“ Your highness always judges hbec-

rally and benevolently,” exclaimed Ma-
hony—* ‘but few are so gemerous and
-enlightened as you are. I perfectly agres .
«in your highness’s opinion, and think
the duke and duchess ought most as-
suredly to be forgiven—if you think
s0.”

The saving  if** was of great benefit
to Mahony in this instance, for Narcis-
sus had begun to think his confident
had hizarded an opinion rather too bold-
ly, and was preparing to give him a
check, when the humble  1f*’ stepped
in, and arrested the progress of the cen-
sure, The countenance of Narcissus
instantly relaxed, and in lieu of the
angry frqwn, good humour took 1ts sta-
tion and reigned supreme. * You must
mingd, Mac, and %e mum,” whispered
he very g‘racwusly,‘puttmg his finger to
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lis mouth, to mike his: meamng more
mtelligible.

Mahony pyut his finger to his mouth .
“at the. same time, by way of makmg a
feply cqually inte]ligible and emphatic,
aud then laid his hand on his heart, and
caled hcaven to deal so to him as he
kept the sceret. On which Narcissus
'expressed himself fully satisfied, and the
happy pai® scparated, the one to seek
amusement in the charms of beauty and '
the bottle, and the other to indulge in a
little selt-gratulation on the improvement
he had made in his master’s favour.

. VOL. 1. x,
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CHAP. I1X.

—————

Domestic dalliance—Unexpected and unwelcome in-
trusion—Consternation—A private intervicw apz
@ quarrel—The terrors of a greal man—The*va-
lour of a greater—Argiments against honour—
A challenge—More fears, and a little increase of
manliness. .
——

ABout a month had clapsed since the
affair of the riot in the streets ot Tzell ;-
and the little .domestic disturbance
which, in copsequence of that circum-
stance, had taken place., had pretty yell
subsided, when the packet from Nar-
cissus, ‘containing the létter of intro-
duction from the Duchess or Whelps,
arrived. “If had J?een tossed for some
weeks upon the ocean, and the bearer of
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it, at one time, was under “no inconsi-
derable apprchengions, as well ‘for his
own personal safety, as that of his
charge. The _gale, however, had at

mgth subsided, and .the wonderful
packet was placed in, the hands of the
.eager duke. .

“ Now, Ernest,” said the duchess,
¢“ now for the fulfilment of your scheme.
We have® nicked the old duchess—com-
pletcly bamboozled her into a consefff
to our plan; and we have nothing to do
but to invent journies of pleasure, sure
as we are of universal respect.
Ernest, I havg heard semcthing’ about
ypur fondness for the girls, and anothey
sors of penclzbnt which you have, and
which s still more odious fo me; let
me bcg, that I may have ngground for
suspicions of your fdelity to me. Don’t.
go about poaching wherever we stay.”

K2
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The duke, on this, to do away with
the apprehensions of his wife, began
most solemiily to swear that he had now
o wish on ecarth ungratified; that he
considered himsclf the most happy* of
all men, since he.,had obtained his dear
duchess, and had never once felt the
slightest inclination to go astray from
his duty ; and he was confident that, for
the future, he could pledge himself to
the same line of conduct, without the
wast hesitation. As he concluded his
promise, the duke gently leaned forward,
and in a tonc of unparalleled affection,
#Preated Lis wife to give him credit for
the truth of his declarations, swearing
that she was to him more beautiful and
bewitching than the fabled houris. of
Mahomet.’

ho
Her highness foond it impossible to
resist such a violent attack from the ar-
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R
tillery of love; and to shew hergratitude
for the cloquent tgnderness of her spouse,
she most readily bent forwar(l to meet

‘x:e embrace, when at this fcritical m8-.

w’u.t of mutual happiress, when each
was little dreaming of any thing in the
sshape of interruption, the door suddenly
flew open, and Dulsc Cantab stood be-
fore thein. T

Words would be totally inadequate to,
figure the confusion of the duke and
dachess at this most *unexpected in-
trusion, They started back from each
other’s arms, and both rising from their
seats’ at the same moment, be'gan to
stammer an almost unintelligible apology,
~and to talk most inrbhcrently about the
suddenyess of the pleasure, and their
own unpreparedness to regeige their fra-
tergal visitor,
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This confusion of the astonished
pair may be attributed to some other
cause than their situation at the ‘in-
stant of ' Duke Cantab’s appearance;
dnd if the reader will call to mind \hf
particulars of the secret which Narcissus,
in a fit of extraordinary good humour,
related to Mahony, he will, doubtless,
without much trouble, be enabled to
fathom the principal source of the blush-
ing, and stammering, and hesitating,
and so forth, which took place on this
occasion. Duke Cantab had certainly
possessed a prior claim to the hand of
the fair duchess; arid, in truth, matters
had gone so far,sthat all the arrangements
between their two families had been
nearly brought to a conclusion, when
Duke Ernest, unfortunately for the re-’
gularlty of the proceeding, suddnnly
. stepped in, and by -sacans of his attract-
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iveness of person, and the wibninv volu-
bility ot his tongug, put his brother Can-
,tab - completely aside, and, in a most
“uneavahie tly. manner,  popped himself
Jto lns room,’

.+ 1t may casily be conjectured, there.
;cre, that she visit of the injured brother
was very far froth pleasing, either to
Duke Ernest or his duchess. The for-
mer coultl not refrain from calling to
mind the unbrotherly manner in whictt*
he had frustrated his views of domestic
felicity ; while the latter, feeling that
she had in truth jiited her former ad-
mirer; after gging to almost all pbssible
lgpgths with him, could not for the soul
of her, muster up courage to look him
‘in the face, or to bid her hypocritical
toncrue pronounce him welcpme to her
1esidence.
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Cantab himsclf, however, who had
none of these scnsatjons and recollec-
tions of a self-accusing nature, to re-
strain him from introducjpg himself,
made his bow with the utmost sa v
Jroid, and without hesltatlon, twulmg
his cane about in lus left hand, and as-
suming the most casy and careless tor.e
of voice imaginable, éxclaimod—¢ Al,
your highnesses, [ am r joiced to sec
you. Come, come, don’t lvok blue,
tmadam, I have determined to adopt the
old maxim, to Jorget and forgive, as far
as regards yourself. With my good bro-
ther, however, I must have a few words
in private, and, if it will not be taking
too great a liberty with your highness,
I would ask the opportunity.”

The dnchess, rejoiced at the means he-
ing offered 101 of wegiping without more
ado, from the presence of one she had
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certainly so much injured, rc;plicd-faintly
in the aﬁirmative,‘and ins‘.tantl\: made the
bes—t of her way to the door of the apart-
“ment, in spite Qf the exclamations of her
};l.,b.md who vainly uutvratbd—“ My
love; you know l have o secr. ts. 1 desire
you will remain here and hear it all.”

Truth to tell, the Duke felt himself
very uneasy the moment his brother
Cantab had made the request for a pri-
vate interview ; for he knew the latte? *
to Be of a most fiery and determined
temper, and doubted not, for a moment,
that he was about to demand satisfac- -
tion, or, in other words, to compéel him
to stand fire; and as lie was nothing of
a ﬁ«rbtmrr mang and hdd not an atow of
the hero in his composnmn, tie would

fain fhavé compromiscd the rgatter, dnd

made any sacrifice i1 *.he worlJ to avoid

the dugger of such an ‘occurrence. The
K 5
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duchess, however, had completely dis-
appeared, and it was therefore nccessary
that he should meet the issuc as well as
he ‘was able. '
« Brother,” spid Duke Cantab, as’
soon as he had closed the door, and
drawn a chair close to that of Duke Lp
nest—< Brother, although you have had
but little consideration for the name, I
am come for an explanation of your con-
Yluct in wresting from me the female on
whom I had purposed to bestow* my
hand. You have assailed my happi-
'ness, and now 1 come to seek the only
remarning compensation:” v
¢« Compensation! Compensation !”
cried Dtke Ernest, cchding the last
wotds of his brother’s exclamation.
“ Yes, yes, brother Cantab, I feel that
I was not—that is, that I did not--that
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" s—1I could not—command “myse}f—be-
ing struck—that is, smittcn by the
charms ot—-of—o‘r—My dear Brother—I
*am truly dsh'lmcd-—th'lt 18, (‘.oncerncd--

d by. way of compensatloa, as you
lmvo been so kind as to mention the
word, 1 am very WIHHW‘ to make the
~1tmost in,my power, which vou know
is but weuk —therefore you have only
to name the sum.”

.

“ Sum !” echoed Cantab—¢ Are you ®
mad, Krnest? Do youe think money
can ever compensatc for the treasure of
which you have robbed me *—Can mo-
ney restore me to happingss >—Can mo-
ngy heal the wounds of honour >—Can
money—d—ne me, can moncy make
me___?"" ° L] o

¢ e .

“ For God’s sake. .my d'éar Cantab,”

cried Puke Ernest in temble agitatton ;
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¢ don’t put yourself in a passion. Pray
let us: talk over this business coolly,
and I ame sure you will fiud me very
reasonable, and ready to do every thin;’
you can wish from a brother—don’ tte
ina passion'”

“Talk of coolness to a man who %
broiling on a gridiron,” exclalmed Can-
tab. ¢ Talk of coolness to the dovil ; ; but
don’t talk of coolness to me. ,How ean
I be cool: didn’t you step in meanly,
justas I was gqing to carry ofl' the psize ?
and didn’t you checat me out of my

hopes ?

«“Oh yes,l‘did, indeed ;” cried Duke
Ernest, trenbling most yiolently from
head to foot, for he*began to fear that he
was in very imminent danger, and teter-
mined to Yfy* the cffect of a few soothing
wocds—< I did—F qid; and I am ready
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to.confess that I was wrong, very wrong

and I will make you any apology 1n the

wmw brother 5 ahd 1 am sure¢ you will
t be so unrcasonable as tp ask aany,

:}f;n'g beyond.”.

“ But 1 will bt unrcasonable, as you
v""S, Lrnest;” vociferated Cantal, “I
will have vengeance. 1 am determined
to quench my rancour in blood. [ will
have someghing beyond apology.  Will
apology be any atoncment ? No, no ; yow
shall meet me as a man of honour.”

At these words Duke Ernest turned
deadly, pale. Ilis hopes of escape all
tock flight togdther. Ilis spirits sunk
su? ouly, likg the mercury in a baro-
meter at the approdch of *a dreadful
storie: hes hair rosc on end ; pistolsand
bullets, and coffius and so folvh, a long
and hideous train *of ghostly imsges
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flitted before his mind’s eye, and he
would have given his dukedom, and his
duchess™to boot, to have got clear out
of the sergpe, without any injury. Bat
perhaps, after all, this. timidity might
not be the effect of cowardice, ‘or any
fear of death, but the horror which ac-,
companied the idea ot meeting a brothgr
on such a gloomy business ; and as Duke
Ernest had commenced reforming him-:
self under the instructions qf his wife,
Jhe might have acquired a few lessous of
a rcligious nature, and have newly gained
some useful information towards pre-.
venting the stings, of conscicnce. What-
ever might be the cause, the effect was
the same : there was *a most palpable
convulsion of the whole system of Duke
Ernest, which prevented lsim from mak-
ing use of his tongue to give an audible
reply to brfs Lrother.
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" Duke Cantab, howcver, had no scru-
ples of conscience whatsoever. He had
come hither for th® avowed pifrpose of
afenging hlmselfupon Ernest, qud he was,
(}:ermmed not-fo be diverted from his.
objects Ile 1ccord|nglv raised his tone
of voice, and m a Most peremptory man-
m:;, demanged the cause of his brother’s
hesitation, adding—* have you carried off
my Ilclen, and like Paris do you want
courage tosrctain her

¢ Retain her!”’ exclaiped Duke Er-
nest, deriving a ray of hope from theidea
that his brother after all only wanted the
duchess.—* Why, brother, as lehave
begn so criminhl—that is, so cruel to
you, would it restore you to good hu-
mour and hAppiness®if 1 We.‘e to glve
her up te® you ?”

Dhlge Cantab survéyed his brot}1er~for
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a few minutcs in silent wonder and indig-
nation; at length the latter found words
—=< Is it ‘possible,” 'éaiq he, ¢ that you
can make-r such a debasing preposal ;
was the hint only thrown outas a, lube ?
No, no; | am pot to be thus taken in.
If I take the duchess, my brave broth/
Ishall first of all do her the justice£
put you out of the way. I am deter-
mined to have satisfaction ; I have writ-"
tonon this card the hour and the place
'where [ shall be rcady to receive you,
and this 1 leave for your digestion. ® But
mark me, Froest, if you fail to come at’
the time appointed, in every street and
town of Haudover will I post 'you as
a coward—mind that.” * .

“ But s it not possible,” hsked Ernest,
caliing lns courage to his aid %o address
Duke Cintab, befgre he could get out
of theroom ; * is it not possible fo com-
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promlse this matter *—you know 1 do
not love these extlemltws. Mmht we
not explain matﬁus ina trwndly‘ way ? I
ar‘ periccetly,, ready to mako:;{ pnbhc
.q’llog,!, any tlifing you will be pleased
to dicthte, rather than cadanger my bro-
‘ln r's safety for such a trifle.” .

¢« Lndarger m¥ safety!” retorted
'Duke Cantab— Did you hesitate to
take away iy hLappiness, which to eil”
men, is 1iore precious than life »°

L]

* ¢ [ her vour pardon there, brother,”
interrant. | Duke Erhest. < 1 think
noth gy in huingn nature 4s to be tom-
parad wvith bfe and I am ready and wil-
ling to surrender all ;my happiness at
your (lPsll‘(" rather than to put your
existence in any thing like hyzard.”

« I’I¥ have no parleying, .Emest,”
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returned, Cantab—¢ [t is a subject
which will notbear it.  You have stolen
my intended wife; and -it is my deter-
mination to make hera widow by <o-
morrow night, or to leave you .in the
possession of her without further moles-
tation from me. lLook to the card/
Ernest, and remember [ shull be puse-
tual; and so must you, if you would
escape the obloquy which will otherwise
atvait you, and which, aftér all, may
avail but very little to prevent mnc from
pursuing my ¥engeance in a more sum-
mary way.”

" As he said these words, Duke Can-
tab, without deigning another look at
his brother, violeatly opencd the door,
and departed from the house, while the
duchess,.-vho, from an adjoining dpart-
ment, bad heard the whole of the con-
versation, and was not a little delighted
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at\the thought of having a duel fought
on her account, entered at the opposite
dgor, while the duke hastily shuffled |
‘th(ihltal card Jintq his pocket 1o avoid
“dig av’notl.cc
J'he duchess approached the table,,and
-surveyed it wirty minately, from one end
to the others then turned over the papers
which lay scattered about it, making
cvery now and then an _exclamation @:”
surprize, while her - astonished and
alarinéd spouse’ silently surveyed all
ller movements. At length she suddenly
stopped short in her scarch, and looking
her husband full in the «face, cfied,
“ What have you *done with the card >

\ stroke ofhghtnm«r could not haye
struch the” duke more powegfully than
did this simple qyegtion, ¢« What
'have yow done with the card?” .ﬁe
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looked and coloured deepiy, fumbled
over some of the papers, as if sceking
it, and at length, with™u deep sigh, and
a vmcq tcarcely articulate, replied,s ¢ 1
don’t kuow—The card—card —=what
card, my dear duchess ?  Card—card—-
card—I don’t recollect what card.” -

¢« Oh, don’t you,” replied the duch-
ess, ¢ then I'll tell you ; the card which
“Lontains the time aund place, you under-
stand me, eh, Lrnest? Now is your
time to shew your affection for me. You
must go boldly, firc at three paces dis-
tance, and you will establish your own
character, «nd vindigate my honour.
Come, come, you must look manly.
Let’s have no more shivering, bat give
me the card.”

)

[\
It was evident that she had heard all.

Thevc was consequently no hope for the
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‘dujﬂc‘fwhatc'?ver. With cvident reluc-
tance, therefore, he drew out the ob-
. e . ...
noxious card, agd "without daring to
sufl§r his own, efys to rest upen’ it fof
’anﬁk‘lstgnt' handed it to the anxious
&du(?ut_ss, who instantly and aloud in a
firm voice, read, “ Behind the Hotel
Des [ trangc®to-morrow morning, half
a‘n Rour betose sun-rise.”

The dukesgave a lond and decp groans
as’ he heard the fatal wouids, and falter-
ingly declared, ¢ that hc could not re-
concile himsell to the horrid idea of
meeting a brother in cool blood for the
purposc of commit.t,inér murder ;" adding,
“ my love, don’t you™ think I must stay
at home 2
¢ ¢« Af hehme you may stay, but not
with me 1 cried the gnyaged duchess—

v¢¢ What, refuse an honourable meet‘ncr'
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Ob, base wretch, unworthy of the nuine
of man, how much is your brother to
be pt'eferred> ]<ool th#t I was ot o
have seeh his merits until-¢this momeert:”

The duke ir vain attempted to per-
suade her that it was the crime which
alarmed, not any pers'onal'tears; butrthe
duchess plivd her anger in guch a veiley
of words accompanied by tears, that s
wighness was figally compelled to yicld
his reluctant,eoitsent to prescrve the
appointment, althcugt  he inwardly
vowed rather to submit to the most
humiliating ternds, than run the immi-
nent hazard «he was cqmpelled w meet,
and even were it needful, to prevengfatal
risk, hg Jesolved to  throw away ]ﬁs
weapon, and refuse to cnter ipto the
contest. The duchess, however, who
was a pretty kpea observer of her hus-
bang, read his waverings in lns coun.
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te,lhh(i(\ aif®l plied him -during the day
with so many reproaf;hcs;of his wan't of
cqurage, that b«.‘one the timie of’retlrmg
to ¥st, he hag determined wnthm hmu/

s(ﬂhfht least to tvear the, appeaf‘aucu of
mtrepldlty

END OF YOLUME I.
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